






RALLY DAY BUTTON PIN 


An appropriate scripture verse and 
a four-color illustration on a metal 
button. 20A718, $ .30 per doz.; 
$2.25 per 100 






a 
APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE 
A treasured award. Padded white 
simulated leather cover. “Head of 
Christ’” opposite certificate. Gold 
cross and border on cover. 7” x 9” 
folder. 60A973, $1.50 


CARD CERTIFICATES 
White, French-fold, with envelope. 
Attendance, 25A298, $ .15 
Appreciation, 25A296, $ .15 
Recognition, 25A297, $ .15 





POSTCARD SIZE 
PROMOTION 
CERTIFICATES 


Quality at low cost! For promotion 
from grade to grade or department 
to department. Each has beautiful 
painting and space for pertinent in- 
formation. 

















$ .25 per doz.; $1.50 per 100 
25A316, Grade to Grade 
25A315, Department to Depart- 
ment 


















































CHILDREN’S DAY AND RALLY DAY 
Hilltere pay PROGRAM BUILDER No. 4 
ees Recitations, exercises, plays, readings and songs. Use 
three copies, one for the teacher and two to be clipped 
for participants. 77A136, $ .40 
+ 1—77A300, $ .40 + 2—77A301, $ .40 
+ 3—77A302, $ .40 
THE PARAMOUNT RALLY DAY BOOK No. 8 
More materials for every age group. 77A137, $ .40 
+ 7—77A112, $ .40 
sesamiae. ar 
RALLY DAY SOUVENIR PENCIL 
Imprinted with scripture passage. 85A172, $ .05 each 












20A721—General 20A702—General Rally 

Other Program RALLY DAY 

Books Available POSTCARDS D. 

Abingdon Promo- Increase attendance! he cass io ocean a 
tion Day and $ .25 per doz.; inna 
Rally Day Pro- $1.50 per 100 _ 
grams, 77A100, - 20A714—Children 





$ .35. 

The Golden Book 
of Program Ma- 
terial, 77A113, 
$25. 

Joy in Service (a 
complete service), [j/a™ 
77A114, $ .15. <a 
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COLORFUL BETHANY PRESS 
PROMOTION CERTIFICATES 


Beautiful full-color paintings by Mathilde 
Keller grace the covers of these elegant 
folders children will treasure. Promotion 
certificate is inside. With envelopes. 

$ .06 each 


25A282, Nursery to Kindergarten, based on 
Luke 2:16-17 

25A283, Kindergarten to Primary, based on 
Luke 2:20 

25A284, Primary to Junior, based on Luke 
2:41-42 

25A285, Junior Department to Youth Divi- 
sion, based on Luke 19:1-10 

25A286, Youth Division to (blank) , 
based on Matthew 4:18 

25A287, General (Department to Depart- 

ment), based on Mark 10:13-14, 16 
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The Magnet 


As long as flowers turn to the sun 
And rivers seek the sea 


And wrens wing home when day 
is done— 


So ever, tenderly, 


Will sunshine draw bright blooms in 
spring 


And oceans draw small streams 
And trees give wrens a sheltering. 
Just so, my own soul’s dreams 
That seek a home past barren sod, 


Are drawn unto the magnet, God. 


by Berniece Ayers Hall 
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«... But I have prayed for you that your ® them in 


may not fail; and when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brethren.” (LUKE 22:32) 


HE life and teachings of Jesus are character- 
acs by an optimism that is startling—almost 
unbelievable! Previously, the Master had told his 
followers about prodigals who wander far from 
home, who finally “come to themselves” and turn 
once more to the security and the love which had 
had been spurned by earlier immaturity. 

And now Jesus looks into the eyes of a real, live 
prodigal-to-be, who shortly will desert the Master 
and wander in frustration and confusion. 

But notice, Jesus does not condemn the lack of 
faith that soon will scatter the disciples. Rather, 
our Lord expresses confidence that faith will win 
out in the end, and that his friends will turn again 
to the fellowship of Christ. 

How our hearts ache for the father of the pro- 
digal, for as his son strides away to squander a 
fortune in search of worldly pleasures, we can’t 
help thinking of our own youngsters who strain at 
the leash and finally break away to romp giddily 
over the countryside of life. 

Away they go, and we fear for their safety of 
body and soul. So young they are, and so rebelli- 
ous. And soon they must experience the hurts that 
’ life in the world most surely will deal them. 

For a time—perhaps a long time—they scorn the 
authority of home and church that has protected 





Mr. Walker is minister of Park Christian Church, 
New Albany, Indiana. 
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eir growing years. With\bated breath 
and heavy hearts we watch them a the first real 
taste of freedom ‘intoxicates them and holds them 





warily away from the faith of their fathers. And 
we pray for them. We pray fervently that the 
best which they have been taught will beckon to 
them again and draw them back to the believing 
fellowship, never more to stray. 

Yes, these are serious moments for the young 
and for those who love them and who would shield 
them. But these moments are necessary, too, if 
the young are to shift from the faith of their 
fathers to their own personal faith. 

We would not pretend that the rate of recovery 
from these awkward years is 100 per cent. And 
yet time after time our hearts well up within us 
as we see a young man or woman, still in the 
twenties, re-enter the church with new-found, 
mature faith. 

Or we see a man and wife come forward with 
their pre-teen-age children to rededicate their lives 
as a family. 

Or perhaps a father in his forties—a religious 
wanderer since his own high school days—submits 
to baptism along with his own teen-age son. 

And so tenderly we gaze after our prodigals in 
their no-man’s-land of freedom and searching, and 
we remember and believe the ancient teaching: 


“Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 


“T believe; help my unbelief!” 
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The Christian Churches Have 
Need of a More Adequate 
Ministry to Negroes in Cities 


Our Churches 


and the 


Urban Negro 


by William Kappen Fox 


[* IS a long way from the 
1830’s and the little school 
house in a Kentucky town where 
Thomas Campbell tried to teach 
the gospel to a handful of Negro 
children to 1961 and the witness 
of 70,000 Negroes claiming mem- 
bership in more than 500 church- 
es located in some 27 states. 

The disturbing fact is that this 
growth has been limited and un- 
spectacular. In spite of broth- 
erhood interest and investment 
in this development for nearly a 
century, the Disciple ‘‘plea’’ has 
not been fully embraced by any 
sizeable segment of the Negro 
population. A new approach is 
desperately needed! 

The effectiveness of the Chris- 
tian Churches as a responsible 
member of the Body of Christ 
stands in jeopardy unless new 
ways are developed to reach the 
growing non-white population 
largely resident in the great cen- 
tral cities of our metropolitan 
areas. The cause of Christ may 
grow on the fringe, but if we 
lose at the core of our urban 
centers, the grand design for the 
extension of the Kingdom will 


fall apart. 

Of the 350 active Negro min- 
isters who labor with love and 
devotion, less than 50 serve self- 
sustaining urban churches on a 
full-time basis. Recruits for the 
ministry have slowed to a trickle. 
Only one was in training at the 
graduate seminary level during 
the last school year. Three are ex- 
pected to be involved in such 
preparation in the fall. Under- 
graduate school candidates are 
less than ten! 

Meanwhile there is a rumbling 
flow of Negroes from the town 
and country regions of the South 
into the bulging cities of the 
land. Rural Disciple churches 
among Negroes are losing mem- 
bers. Hundreds leave the coun- 
try church on the hillside, but 
few are caught up in the fellow- 
ship of urban congregations. 
Swept into the strange new cli- 
mate of urban culture, they soon 
melt into the nameless mass of 
humanity. 

Today in fifteen major cities, 
including New York, Los An- 
geles, Detroit, Houston, Cleve- 
land, Washington, St. Louis, 


Mr. Foz is director of special studies for the Church Federa- 
tion of Greater Indianapolis. President of the National Chris- 
tian Missionary Convention, Mr. Fox was minister of Centen- 
nial Christian Church, St. Louis, for a decade. The NCMC 
assembly is being held this week (Aug. 21-28) in Roanoke, Va. 
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Dallas, Memphis, Kansas City, 
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Louis- 
ville, where the Negro population 
totals 4,779,528 for a 58 per cent 
gain since 1940, Year Book re- 
ports show Christian Churches 
claiming less than one-half of 
one per cent of this Negro popu- 
lation. 

Disciples are in trouble in the 
city! This is especially true in 
areas heavily populated by Ne- 
groes. 

Two additional factors make 
the development of a new strate- 
gy and effort urgent. First, in 
the fifteen major cities previ- 
ously mentioned there is an av- 
erage of one reasonably effective 
Negro church! per city. 

Work being done by these 
churches is commendable, but 
only one lists a membership of 
over 1,000 and another church 
has over 700. All of these 
churches are understaffed and 
the ministers are underpaid. 
Each is under terrific cultural 
pressure to readapt the tradi- 
tional “Disciple program” in an 
effort to reach the masses of Ne- 
groes which stream by the door 
but seldom enter. 

Second, because of housing 
practices and other social and 
economic conditions, Negroes 
tend to live near or at the core 





1A church with a predominantly 
Negro constituency. 
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of the city. The exodus of such 
established churches as the 
Christian Churches to the fringe 
and less congested areas leaves 
behind thousands of Negroes un- 
touched by effective church pro- 
gram and apparently unwanted. 
Many are ripe for the rising 
“hate cults.” Still others avoid 
serious alignment with the 
churches because of their appar- 
ent shallow witness and insincer- 
ity. The central city void of a 
strong Christian witness leaves 
the restlessness of the disinher- 
ited to be exploited by many un- 
desirable movements. 

What is being done? Within 
the last ten years leaders within 
the Disciples’ movement have 
grappled seriously with these is- 
sues. National staff people have 
made field visitations and studies 
and presented recommendations 
to churches involved. 

City unions, associations, or 
councils have given advice to co- 
operating churches. At times 
they have embarked on ventures 
of faith such as establishing an 
integrated church with a mul- 
tiple ministry where once all- 
white congregation? existed. 

State associations have em- 
ployed Negro staff members to 





2A church with a predominantly 
white constituency. 





direct church development 
among Negro Disciple churches. 
Some have pin-pointed urban 
areas where new churches should 
be established or maintained. 
Still others have felt no obliga- 
tion to make a special effort in 
this regard. They have felt that 
such matters would be taken 
care of in the natural course of 
events. 

A few white churches have in- 
tegrated. Some have included 
Negroes on “responsibility lists.” 
Most churches caught in the path 
of neighborhoods undergoing ra- 
cial transition have moved to the 
suburbs. One city association 
staff worker reports: “. .. white 
congregations in our area... 
either . . . ignore the transition, 
or ... move away from it.” 


The new sense of responsible 
citizenship which has developed 
within the Negro race in the last 
decade demands that Negro 
church leadership exercise some 
initiative. In the 40 Negro 
churches located in the fifteen 
major cities there was a 41 per 
cent increase in the membership 
since 1940 (i. e. from 6,243 in 
1940 to 10,575 in 1960). In two 
of these leading urban centers 
there were more Negro Disciples 
than white in one, and the Negro 
church was the largest of all Dis- 


AND NIGHT SHALL PASS 


I watched the sun fade in the West 
And felt the cool of night creep over all. 


Then darkness came: 


I could not see, 


Yet knew that still surrounding me 


Were all the things I knew and loved. 
Nothing was gone but the light: 


Nothing was changed but the sight: 


All else was just the same. 


I knew that day would follow night 


And I could rest in comfort through the quiet hours, 
As secure in God’s night as in His day. 


And I thought, “Is death like this? 
ADCS Mmte bu Cie MO hM Our RMI Tcme lta tomer t eo omni Come Solio 


ATT atte RG ust COr roe bb cea 


For day and night are God's; 
PVM MSEC MHU mC ne MME Tle inti meinen 
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ciple churches in the other. 

In the last decade fourteen of 
these churches invested over one 
million dollars in the improve- 
ment of church facilities. 

Negro ministers of vision and 
ability lead the small embattled 
Christian Church in the great 
metropolitan center. One minis- 
ter hopes to develop “criteria by 
which the inner city church 
might be judged other than by 
money and members.” Another 
pastor has guided the church in 
reaching out to establish two 
new churches. Still another min- 
ister has sparked laymen to in- 
crease the budget from $7,500 to 
$27,000 within a five-year period. 

If the Disciples’ witness is to 
be made appealing to the masses 
of Negroes in the great urban 
center, it will depend largely 
upon how fast we can develop 
more Negro ministers and 
churches such as these. 

A member of a state associa- 
tion staff suggests another im- 
portant resource: “One signifi- 
cant contribution to cultural 
change in all probability is that 
which is happening among the 
Negroes. We now have appear- 
ing a great many professional 
and semi-professional persons 
among this particular race. This 
in time will make its inroads. 
There is already a great deal of 
interchange among cultures and 
races in employment practices 
involving teachers in the schools, 
employees in city, county and 
state governments.” This socio- 
economic strata among Negroes 
is rapidly becoming a vast seg- 
ment in our cities which is un- 
reached by vital church program. 

What Next? White churches 
fleeing the central city for the 
suburbs and leaving a lonely un- 
derstaffed Negro Disciple congre- 
gation in the midst of a sea of 
humanity will not get the job 
done. The Negro Disciple min- 
ister—no matter how noble, 
trained and visionary he might 
be—cannot long remain a single 
voice crying weakly in the urban 
wilderness. A polarized leader- 
ship and an over-worked loyal 
remnant will eventually be 


(Continued on page 31.) 
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Where the People Are 


HE argument which one hears most frequently 

for the removal of congregations from the 
center of the city to the suburbs is, “That’s where 
the people are.” To make the statement more 
accurate we would have to say, “That is where 
the people are who belong to that congregation.” 
Some would charge that the philosophy of such 
reasoning is that the congregation exists to serve 
itself. 

There is nothing wrong in a congregation serv- 
ing itself, if such service girds the members for 
action. We must gain strength through worship, 
educate our children in the Christian truths, and 
teach ourselves the needs and programs for meet- 
ing those needs in the world today. 

If we can expend less energy on travel and gen- 
eral expenses by building a house of worship 
nearer our residences, this leaves the possibility of 
more energy left for world outreach. If we just 
serve ourselves and rejoice in our splendid situa- 
tion, we may have missed our calling. 

What about the people who are left behind? 
Seldom have we seen this issue portrayed more 
vividly than W. K. Fox has done in our lead ar- 
ticle today. In the midst of many indisputable 
facts, he has pointed out several specific things 
that can be done. It is obvious that the outreach 
of the suburban church may need to begin right 
back in the vicinity where it once existed. The 
remaining churches must be sustained and some 
new ones are needed. 


The Hen or the Egg 


HICH came first? We heard a radio 

preacher, going after the “radicals and the 
evolutionaries,”’ say, “Glory be to God, the Chris- 
tian knows the answer.” He didn’t tell the rest 
of us the answer. 

This little note is not about hens and eggs but 
about perspicacity and perspicuity. Which one of 
these comes first? Or, are they synonyms? We 
heard the one used when the other was intended 
—we think. 

The former noun seems to apply to persons who 
have acuteness of sight or of discernment. The 
latter applies to ideas or expressions which are 
clear and lucid. 

More perspicacity on the part of editors and 
ministers would produce ideas with more per- 
spicuity. 
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Habits 


E WERE asked recently if our parents had 

been sitting, kneeling or standing pray-ers. 
The answer was that our earliest memories are 
of the men kneeling and the women sitting. Be- 
fore our childhood ended, the more usual procedure 
was for the congregation to stand, on the fourth 
Sunday, when the preacher was there. On the 
other Sundays, at least the man who was doing 
the praying would kneel. 

It probably doesn’t matter what position one 
assumes when he prays. One of the numerous 
times we have heard Frank Laubach speak was 
in a seminary chapel in Hartford, Conn. It was 
a fairly long trolley ride from downtown and he 
said that he did not want to waste all that valua- 
ble time. So, he prayed all the way. Not want- 
ing to embarrass others by closing his eyes, but 
needing to concentrate, he said that he focused 
on a flower on a lady’s hat. 

One time we were looking for a camp where a 
large group of Baptist and Disciple college young 
people was awaiting us. It was even more re- 
mote than anticipated by the directions we had 
received. It grew dark and we were still driving 
around, without making any progress. It seemed 
as if we had circled the spot where the camp was 
supposed to be. Finally, we did come upon a 
farm house. There was a light and the living 
room window shade was raised. We stepped on 
the front porch and were about to knock when 
we glanced inside. There, by the sofa, a young 
man and woman were kneeling in prayer. We 
turned and walked away softly. At the next house 
no prayer was being made, so far as we could ob- 
serve, so we got our directions. How many farmers 
prepare to retire before 9:00 P.M., in these days, do 
you suppose? And how many pray, with their 
wives, kneeling? 

No, it probably doesn’t make any difference 
what posture one assumes when he prayers. We 
read that the President of the United States was 
not expected to stand, or to kneel, with the rest 
of the congregation, when he had an ailing back. 
When one is seated comfortably, he may find it 
easier to pray. However, it hasn’t been many 
weeks since the gentleman sitting next to us snored 
twice during the pastoral prayer. Each time, his 
wife stopped the noise with a poke in the ribs. 
So, at least three people did some dubious praying 
that morning. 

Good habits are harder to break than bad ones. 

Once you make it a habit to pray regularly, 
some way, at some time of day, you will find it 
easy to continue. 
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“Saints and sinners from far and 





near made it a point to be present.” 


Negro Disciples in the Virginias 


by N. J. Dickerson 


FEW adventurous pioneers who made their 

homes in the hilly section of southwestern 
Virginia, about 1900, met as representatives of a 
few small churches to organize themselves “for 
more effective service.” It seems that all of those 
churches were located in Tazewell County. Out of 
that meeting came into being an organization which 
was known as Tazewell District Convention of 
Christian Churches. 

The principal objectives at the time of organiza- 
tion, as far as we are able to determine, were, 
“Christian fellowship and the establishment of new 
churches in the immediate vicinity.” Congenial 
relationship was much in evidence in the four 
meetings which were held each year, and that 
relationship was carried in their reminiscences and 
anticipations between meetings. They addressed 
each other as brother and sister, and seemed to 
play the part of all that such designations could 
suggest. 

The September meeting was known as the an- 
nual convention and the other meetings were called 
quarterly conventions. The annual convention was 
by far the most elaborate. Sunday was the big 
day, and “saints and sinners” from near and far 
made it a point to be present. The modest church 
buildings were filled to overflowing, while curious 
and motley crowds gathered about windows and 
doors, endeavoring to get a glimpse of the speaker 
while the most eloquent pulpiteers gave themselves 
to the sacred task of “breaking the bread of life.” 

Morning, afternoon, and occasionally, night serv- 
ices were held. However, the climax of the oc- 
casion was usually Sunday afternoon. Individual- 
istic farmers came with their families, riding in 
“homemade” wagons or sleds, drawn by horses 
and/or mules—and sometimes oxen. Besides Mom, 
Dad, the children, Grandpa and Grandma, each 
wagon carried one or more homemade baskets 
full of well-cooked delicacies for the memorable 





Mr. Dickerson is minister of Community Chris- 
tian Church, Bluefield, West Virginia. 
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feasts to be served from improvised tables in the 
churchyard or from table cloths spread on the 
green. 


At meal time the visiting crowds moved some- 
what indiscriminately from table to table, or from 
spread to spread, to be served. No one seemed to 
be disturbed about obesity or racial distinction, 
for everybody ate heartily and seldom were the 
Sunday crowds made up of representatives of fewer 
than three races. 


The week-day portion of the conventions was 
given to “business” and Biblical discussions during 
the day and sermons at night. The convention 
discussions challenged not only those who partici- 
pated, but those who heard were inspired to do 
much searching of the Scriptures in their leisure 
time and to do much serious thinking as they went 
about their work from day to day. Their medita- 
tions by day and their dreams at night must have 
been centered around convention experiences. 


Since one of the principal objectives of the or- 
ganization was to establish new churches, and 
some of the farmers were moving across the state 
line into coal-mining communities and into Blue- 
field, a trade center, in West Virginia, efforts were 
made to establish churches in the new communities. 
In McDowell County and much of Mercer County 
mining was the chief industry. Mining companies 
usually built homes for their employees, so there 
were few home owners in the mining sections. 
Often church buildings were built by the coal com- 
panies. In those company-built church houses 
various denominations held their services alter- 
nating Sundays. 


The Tazewell District Convention made efforts to 
establish churches in many of the mining com- 
munities but with little success. However, they 
were able to establish two congregations in Blue- 
field—one in South Bluefield and one in West Blue- 
field. These churches were known as South Blue- 
field Christian Church and West Bluefield Christian 
Church. 
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We should let the 
Spirit of Christ “brake” 
us before we are broken 


Slam on the Brakes 


HIS is something I had to do 
ta time near Baldwin, Mich., 
when a deer suddenly loomed in 
the glare of my headlights at 
the edge of the beam and I was 
uncertain whether she was going 
to stand still or jump in front of 
me. As it turned out, my slam- 
ming on the brakes not only 
eliminated the danger but in ad- 
dition gave me the extra pleasure 
of getting a good look at a beau- 
tiful creature of God’s making. 
Applying the brakes makes life 
so much more enjoyable! 

A young man once told me of 
having his father’s car on a 
country road. As he drove along 
the question arose in his mind, 
“How fast will this car go?” 
Pushing down the accelerator he 
soon found out: 110 miles per 
hour. There was one very im- 
portant thing, however, which he 
had carelessly overlooked: the 
danger of pressing for an answer 
to some questions. 

It may seem old-fashioned to 
caution against excessive speed at 
a time when so much emphasis 
is being placed on it, but it can 
hardly be considered old-fash- 
ioned for anyone to want to con- 





Mr. Moore is minister of the 
Church of Christ (Disciples), Sidney, 
Ohio. 
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serve what God has created: hu- 
man life! And to do that kind 
of conservation work, all think- 
ing Christians ought to be bound 
together. 

So frequently one hears—after 
a tragedy—‘“It’s too bad it had 
to happen. He was such a nice, 
talented boy.” Yet, how often 
it should be underlined that here 
is one tragedy that need not have 
occurred had the boy slammed 
the brakes on his desire to go 
faster than conditions safely per- 
mit. The life that is saved today 
may be one of tomorrow’s great 
followers of Christ in a world 
which insists on following some- 
one else. 

Consider that slamming on the 
brakes has other applications of 
tremendous significance. When 
Augustine was a young man he 
began leading a fast and loose 
life. Spiritually and morally he 
was speeding downhill when all 
of a sudden something jelled in 
his heart and mind and he 
slammed the brakes on his profli- 
gate existence and rocked and 
rolled to a stop. That stop was 
the best thing that ever happened 
to him for it became the starting 
point from which he proceeded to 
become a saint. My, what a 
tragedy it would have been had 
he failed to slam the brakes on 


the vehicle of his unrestrained 
desires! 

Slam the brakes on wild emo- 
tions before wild emotions break 
you! With what terrifying fre- 
quency men and women and youth 
in our churches have to do just 
that. Having accepted Christ as 
Savior it becomes a task of first- 
rate importance to take his spirit 
into the arena of our deepest dere- 
liction and permit his presence to 
save us from destruction and 
ruin. Yet, is not this what we 
are finding out as we experiment 
with the power of Christ for sal- 
vation: that as we humble our- 
selves enough to let his spirit 
into our hearts and minds, he 
rescues us from our rush toward 
disaster by enabling us to slam 
the brakes on the vehicle of our 
desires. His spirit ‘brakes’ us 
before we are broken. 

The Master’s saying: ‘Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you rest,” 
has real significance for people 
who are working hard to live 
fast and are burdened with the 
consequences of their profligacy. 
Jesus promises them rest by 
“coming,” for in coming to him 
they take the first step toward 
receiving the power to slam the 
brakes on the unruly emotions 
within themselves. 
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98 Per Cent Increase 
Over 1950 Is Noted 


FBI Reports All- 


Time Crime Rate 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The FBI’s 
Uniform Crime Reports for 1960, 
compiled under the direction of 
Director J. Edgar Hoover, reveals 
serious crime last year reached 
a new all-time high, with an 
astounding 98 per cent increase 
over 1950 while the population 
increase during this decade was 
only 18 per cent. 


Mr. Hoover’s report, based on 
data submitted by more than 7,700 
police agencies, shows that lawless- 
ness continued its upward surge 
with 1,861,300 serious crimes of 
murder, forcible rape, robbery, ag- 
gravated assault, burglary, larceny 
$50 and over, and auto theft re- 
ported in 1960, 14 per cent higher 
than in 1959, or 230,870 more seri- 
ous crimes than in the prior year. 

During 1960 a serious crime was 
committed every 15 seconds in the 
United States. A murder, forcible 
rape or assault to kill occurred ev- 
ery three minutes. The FBI report 
indicates that throughout 1960 there 
was a murder every 58 minutes, a 
forcible rape every 34 minutes, and 
an aggravated assault every 4 min- 
utes. 

Crimes against property, Mr. 
Hoover said, were generally much 
more frequent. A burglary was 
perpetrated every 39 seconds, a 
larceny $50 and over occurred ev- 
ery minute, a car was stolen every 
2 minutes, and every 6 minutes wit- 
nessed a robbery during 1960. 

Arrests of juveniles have more 
than doubled since 1950, while the 
population of youths aged 10 to 17 
increased by less than one half. 

Crime, for the past five years, has 
been rising over four times faster 
than the population. Since 1950 the 
crime rate (number of crimes per 
100,000 persons) has increased 66 
per cent. 


DIPLOMA MILLS 


PORTLAND, OrRE.—Pastors and other 
church workers were alerted “to 
the seriousness of accepting degrees 
from non-reputable institutions or 
diploma mills” in a_ resolution 
adopted by the Conservative Baptist 
Association of America at its annual 
meeting here. 
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The Cross in Korea 


THE GROWTH of Christianity and a 
people’s gratitude to the armed 
forces of freedom are depicted in 
this new stamp just issued by the 
Post Office Department of the Repub- 
lic of Korea. The presence of the 
cross in a largely Buddhist nation 
gives testimony of the extent to 
which South Korea’s Christian mi- 
nority has affected national con- 
cepts in less than a century. Of 
South Korea’s 25 million people, 
about 1,500,000 are Christians. 


- ee 
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National Government Now 
Paying Shipping Costs There 


Supplies in the Congo 


LEOPOLDVILLE, CONGO—The cost of 
transporting relief supplies to vari- 
ous needy areas of the Congo, once 
they have arrived in this country, 
will be borne by the national gov- 
ernment under the terms of an 
agreement signed with Protestant 
and Roman Catholic mission groups 
here. 

Until now food commodities and 
goods coming into the new African 
nation were transported by volun- 
tary agencies to distribution centers 
at their own expense. The agree- 
ment will relieve them of this 
burden. 

Relief problems in the Congo have 
been magnified by the flight of 
thousands of Negro refugees com- 
ing here from strife-torn Angola in 
Portuguese West Africa. The refu- 
gees arrive at the rate of 500 to 600 
daily—hungry and destitute after a 
journey that often took them 
through forest and bush paths for 
four or five days. 


Integration “Reserve” 


ATLANTA, GA.—Atlanta clergymen 
were asked here to take their vaca- 
tions before the latter part of 
August so that their “moral lead- 
ership will be on the scene” when 
public schools in this city are inte- 
grated. 





oe i 


GERMAN PROTESTANTS RALLY. Ina aiien demonstration of Protestant 

unity, more than 100,000 Christians from East and West Germany jam 

West Berlin’s Olympic Stadium for the closing rally of the German Evan- 

gelical Church Day Congress. The gathering included an estimated 5,000 

persons from the Soviet zone and East Berlin who disregarded Communist 

threats to participate in the five-day congress, held under auspices of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. 
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Ben M. Herbster 
Heads United Church 


For Four-Year Term 


PHILADELPHIA—Ben M. Herb- 
ster, 56, of Norwood, Ohio, was 
elected as the first president of 
the newly constituted United 
Church of Christ here. 

He was chosen for the full-time, 
four-year post over James E. Wag- 
ner, 61, of Philadelphia, by a vote 
of 513-165. 

Dr. Herbster, minister of Zion 
Evangelical & Reformed Church 
for the past 30 years, was recom- 
mended by a nominating commit- 
tee, while Dr. Wagner was nomi- 
nated from the floor. 

Dr. Wagner had been president 
of the E & R Church for eight 
years, and for the past four years 
was co-president of the United 
Church of Christ during its forma- 
tive phase along with Fred E. Hos- 
kins of New York, minister and sec- 
retary of the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches General Council. 

Dr. Hoskins had submitted his 
resignation ahead of the _ sessions 
here at which the union of the two 
denominations was legally consti- 
tuted. He will become, next Jan- 
uary, professor of parish ministry 
at Chicago Theological Seminary. 

The church was formed in 1957 
by the merger of the General Coun- 
cil of the Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. The denomina- 
tion, with an estimated membership 





BEN M. HERBSTER of Norwood, 
Ohio, was elected president of the 
United Church of Christ after a his- 
toric session in Philadelphia of the 


Church’s General Synod, which 
declared its constitution in force. 
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of 2,000,000, combines for the first 
times in this country church bodies 
differing in national backgrounds 
and forms of government, 

The CCC body came from the 
New England Puritan tradition and 
stressed local church autonomy, 
while the E & R Church was com- 
posed of persons mainly from Ger- 
manic background and favored a 
presbyterian, or synodical adminis- 
tration. 


Book on World Council 


GENEvA—The history of the 
World Council of Churches dur- 
ing the past seven years is the 
subject of a new book published 
here. 


Entitled Evanston to New Delhi, 
the 288-page volume records the de- 
velopment of the organization in 
the years between its Second As- 
sembly held in Evanston, Ill, in 
1954 and its Third Assembly sched- 
uled Nov. 18—-Dec. 6, in New Delhi, 
India. 

Accompanying the English-lan- 
guage edition, which was sent to all 
Assembly participants this week, 
was a companion piece—the 47-page 
report of the International Mission- 
ary Council. 

The integration of the two bodies 
is expected to be one of the major 
actions of the opening session of the 
Third Assembly. 

The World Council volume _in- 
cludes a foreword by Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York, WCC Central 
Committee chairman, and an epi- 
logue by W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, gen- 
eral secretary. 

The WCC book will be presented 
officially to the Third Assembly as 
the report of the Council’s Central 
Committee, the 90-member policy- 
making body which meet annually 
between Assemblies. The IMC re- 
port also will be presented to the 
WCC Assembly and to the IMC As- 
sembly also scheduled in New Delhi 
shortly before the WCC Assembly 
opens. German and French edi- 
tions of both books are expected to 
be ready soon. 

Information about how to secure 
copies of the two publications is 
available from Publications Office, 
World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


Cuban Jesuit College 


Now Red Instrument 


BuENos AIRES—The Jesuit College 
in Cuba where Fidel Castro once 
studied, a school dedicated to God 
and to the education and welfare 
of young people, is now used as a 
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Infamous Newport, Ky., 
Subject of Discussion 


Assails Gambling 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—-A national 
Methodist leader, in a blistering de- 
nunciation of underworld activities 
in the area of Newport, Ky., said 
here that the situation in that area 
of northern Kentucky should dem- 
onstrate that organized gambling 
cannot be tolerated in any commu- 
nity. 

Caradine R. Hooton, general sec- 
retary of the Methodist Board of 
Christian Social Concerns, praised 
the “Committee of 500” that has 
been formed in the Newport area 
to mobilize voters to go to the polls 
and turn out corrupt officials. 

“Racketeers who have been rob- 
bing the people of money and 
morals” are now being named, said 
Dr. Hooton. “The days and nights 
of gambling, prostitution, drunken- 
ness and blackmail are numbered. 

“But not without great sacrifice 
and the vilification of some cou- 
rageous citizens,” Dr. Hooton de- 
clared. 


Federal Judge Rules 
Christian Bros. Winery 
Must Pay Taxes 


SACRAMENTO, CALIF.—The plea 
of the Christian Brothers to re- 
cover $489,000 in federal taxes 
assessed against their winery 
was rejected here by Federal 
Judge Sherrill Halbert. 


The ruling covered taxes paid by 
the order in 1951, 1952 and 1955. 

Judge Halbert ruled that the De 
La Salle Institute operated by the 
Christian Brothers was exempt from 
taxation as a church institution, but 
that the winery was a taxable ad- 
junct of the institute. 

Winery operations were reorgan- 
ized in 1957 to avoid tax difficulties, 
and were incorporated as the Monte 
La Salle Vineyards, a tax-paying 
corporation owned by the brothers. 

Judge Halbert’s ruling affected 
only taxes paid under protest by the 
Christian Brothers for 1951, 1952 
and 1955. The government, mean- 
while, has filed a countersuit that 
sought to collect an additional $1,- 
351,000 in taxes. 


Communist youth indocttination 
center. « 

The college chapel where Castro 
worshiped as a young man is now 
a dance hall. 
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Vatican Newspaper 
Celebrates 100 Years 


VATICAN CiITy—Osservatore Ro- 
mano, Vatican City newspaper, is 
now 100 years old. 

One of the world’s most widely 
quoted periodicals, and also one of 
the most intensely read, Osservatore 
is not an official Vatican organ, but 
it is generally regarded nevertheless 
as the voice of the Church. 

The Vatican Post Office is issuing 
a new series of postage stamps 
commemorating the paper’s centen- 
ary. 

The interest in Osservatore, it 
has been pointed out, is due to the 
fact that while it is not the official 
newspaper of the Vatican (only the 
fortnightly Acta Sedis Apostolicae 
is official), it regularly reflects the 
opinion of the most authoritative 
Vatican quarters. 

Typographical errors in Osserva- 
tore Romano are as rare as in the 
London Times. And its equipment 
today is among the most modern 
in Europe. It is one of the very 
few publications capable of putting 
out virtually any text in any lan- 
guage. As far back as 1870, its 
printers were able to publish the 
Pater Noster in 250 languages, using 
180 different alphabets. 





—RNS Photo 


ROBERT J. CADIGAN, editor of 
“Presbyterian Life” (right), receives 
the third National Christian Writing 
Center Award from Benjamin P. 
Browne, the center’s director. The 
award was made at the 14th an- 
nual Christian Writers’ and Editors’ 
Conference at the American Baptist 
Assembly Grounds, Green Lake, Wis. 
Mr. Cadigan was recognized for his 
“engagement of noted writers in the 
producing of significant articles.” 
“Presbyterian Life” is published by 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. 
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Ambassador Invites Return 
Poland Apologizes to 
Protestant Minister 


DALLAS, TEXAS—Poland has form- 
ally apologized to a young Dallas 
minister for the harrowing treat- 
ment he received last November in 
Warsaw. 

R. J. Smith, Jr., minister of the 
Urbandale Church of Christ, was 
called to Washington to receive the 
apology from Poland’s Ambassador 
Romuald Spasowski who invited him 
to return to Poland for high-level 
talks that could lead to government 
recognition of the Churches of 
Christ there. 

Mr. Smith said he probably will 
go on to Moscow—his fifth trip be- 
hind the Iron Curtain in his effort 
to win recognition for his denomina- 
tion in Soviet satellite countries. 

Discussing the apology, Mr. Smith 
said the Polish ambassador assured 
him that his government “is inter- 
ested in preserving Protestantism 

. and values it because it induces 
Poles to think for themselves and 
that is the atmosphere [the govern- 
ment] wants to foster—it’s never 
beneficial to oppose religion.” 


Times Writer Given 
Award at Pilgrimage 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—John Wick- 
lein, a writer on religion for the 
New York Times, received here the 
1961 Faith and Freedom Award for 
excellence in religious news writing. 

The award was bestowed on Mr. 
Wicklein during the annual Wash- 
ington Pilgrimage of American 
Churchmen, sponsored by the Reli- 
gious Heritage of America, Inc. 

Kenneth Dole, religion editor of 
the Washington Post, chairman of 
the awards committee, said the 
judges felt Mr. Wicklein’s work was 
“outstanding in promoting religious 
tolerance and religious liberty.” 


500 Entertain 1,000 


Esko, MINN.—This village of 500 
residents—and no hotel—was host 
to some 1,000 persons attending the 
national convention of the Finnish 
Apostolic Lutheran Church of Amer- 
ica. 

Makeshift sleeping quarters were 
set up in feed barns, tents, base- 
ments and even saunas (Finnish 
steam baths). 
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FLAPJACK PREACHER—At a Ranch- 
men’s Camp Meeting in Encamp- 
ment, Wyo., Louis H. Evans, minis- 
ter-at-large for the Board of Na- 
tional Missions of the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A., uses 
a shovel to turn a huge flapjack. 


Clark and Goldwater 


Co-Sponsor Amendment 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Sen. Joseph 
S. Clark (D.-Pa), a leader of the 
liberal bloc of Senate Democrats, 
and Sen. Barry Goldwater (R.-Ariz.), 
a leader of the conservative wing 
of the Republican party, announced 
here that they will co-sponsor an 
amendment to the Social Security 
Act which will provide exemption 
for religious objectors to the pro- 
gram, 

They both agree, said Sen. Clark, 
that it is wrong for the government 
to try to coerce members of the 
Old Order Amish Mennonites to 
participate in the Social Security 
System, if they do not wish to do so. 


Pelikan to Yale 


NEw HAVEN, CONN.—Jarislav J. 
Pelikan Jr., 37, professor of histor- 
ical theology at the University of 
Chicago’s Federated Theological 
Faculty since 1953, was named here 
as a professor of ecclesiastical his- 
tory at the Yale University Divinity 
School. 

His appointment is effective July 
1, 1962, when he will resign from 
the Chicago faculty. 

Dr. Pelikan, an ordained minister 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, has achieved a wide reputa- 
tion as a theological scholar, writer 
and teacher. His book The Riddle 
of Roman Catholicism, published 
two years ago, won the 1959 award 
of the Abingdon Press, a publishing 
house of the Methodist Church. 
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For and Against 
Suburban Church 


BuFFaLo, N. Y.—Stop_ pouring 
money into new elaborate suburban 
sanctuaries, religious educational 
buildings and church gymnasiums, 
a New York University educator 
admonished the General Assembly 
of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. here. 

Criticizing Protestantism for what 
he described as a headlong flight 
from the city to the suburbs, Ralph 
H. Straetz, chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Political Science in the 
university’s College of Arts and 
Sciences, said: 

“The suburbanite and his children 


Awareness of Spiritual 
Values Needed for Peace 


WAKE Forest, N. C.—The Exec- 
utive Committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance was told here that 
an increased awareness of spiritual 
values is needed to solve current 
world distress. 

Joseph Nordenhaug, general sec- 
retary of the Alliance, pointed to 
human need and lack of religious 
freedom in parts of the world. 

“While there is an increasing talk 
about peace,” he said, “there is a 
lack of willingness to pay the cost.” 
He then listed “three main needs 
of the present situation.” 

“We need,” he said, “to reach up 
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Presbyterian Unity 
At the State Level 


DANVILLE, Ky.—Kentucky Synods 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. (Southern) and the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
have voted separately to take steps 
toward establishing a federated 
synod. 

If the federated synod should come 
into being, it would be the first of 
its kind in the nation. It would 
represent a form of merger on the 
state level by two Presbyterian 
Genominations that have never been 
able to get together nationally. 

When merger of the three main 
bodies of Presbyterianism was at- 


ite are already served by the finest to a more adequate conception of tempted in 1954, all Kentucky 
schools, community centers and rec- the majesty and might of God. We _Presbyteries voted in favor of union. 
“ reational facilities. Give this money need a fuller commitment to our 
; instead to urban churches to buy Lord Jesus Christ—to be a follower 
“a land for programs to service the reli- rather than just an admirer. And Lay Leaders for WCC 
es- gious, social and aesthetic needs of among all Christian people around GENEVA—Ralph C. Young of Tor- 
ses the teeming city populace.” the world we need a flood of love, onto, Canada, was named executive 
ck. A different view of church sub- 4 love that will dispel fear, melt secretary of the Department of the 
urbia was taken earlier by David prejudices, and cement fellowship.” Laity of the World Council of 
B. Watermulder, minister of First Churches. His appointment becomes 
Presbyterian Church, Oak Park, IIL., : effective Nov. 1. 
at an inner city meeting sponsored Successful Campaigns Head of the men’s work of the 
by the denomination’s Board of Na- PHILADELPHIA—B uilding fund United Church of Canada for the 
ph tional Missions. campaigns led by 16 United Lutheran past ten years, Mr. Young will suc- 
he Urging a “cease-fire of denuncia- laymen have raised $2,700,000 in the ceed Hans-Ruedi Weber, who will 
its, tion of the suburb,” he said: “It first six months of 1961 in a drive become associate director of the 
beds has been the favorite whipping post to help 76 Lutheran congregations WCC’s Ecumenical Institute at 
ng long enough. After all, some of our build new churches. Bossey, near here. 
ed grandest dreams in our efforts to- 
on ward urban renewal and stability in 
ity the city would be to approximate 
ion some of the education and com- 
coc munal advantages now obtained in 
the suburbs. A man is not a crook 
rk, or a coward for choosing to live in 
ent a suburb.” 
the 
a Backs Public Schools 
so. ANDERSON, IND.—In a resolution 
strongly supporting the _ public 
school system, the Church of God a 
(Anderson, Ind.) went on record 
J. here as opposing federal or state aid 
or- for the operation of parochial and 
of other private elementary and sec- 
cal ondary schools. —~ 
ere The resolution, sent to President 
1is- Kennedy, was adopted by the 
ity Church’s General Ministerial As- 
sembly, policy-making body, at the nae , } 
uly denomination’s annual meeting. aaa \ 
om Citing public schools as an “in- B. -t a ipga rls 
dispensable means of providing an + ‘Seed ne A 
ter educational opportunity for all ae : 7 
uri children,” the resolution declared: 
ita- “We recognize the great problems —RNS Photo 
_ Se ee See ae poy WEST BERLIN’S new Evangelical Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church is rising 
; beside the half-shattered tower of the old church named for Wilhelm I, 
hed creased resources for the operation fret ruler of modern Germany. The $1,500,000 octagonal structure of stone 
ard and improvement of these schools nq glass, with a separate steeple and baptistry, will replace the worship 
ing within a framework of proper safe- house destroyed during World War II. Church officials wanted to demolish 
E, guards.” the old tower but Berliners demanded that “Old Faithful’ be retained. 
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E SAT at the table drink- 

ing coffee while the muffler 
on my car was being repaired. 
“Anything as hot as this would 
have had to have any germs 
boiled out, wouldn’t it?” I asked 
myself, defensively. 

Thors Larsen drank his from 
his saucer. I watched with in- 
terest to see how he maneuvered 
to keep his grey mustache from 
interfering. Mrs. Larsen smiled a 
“he’s always done it this way.” 

We had been talking about how 
quickly a summer shower could 
turn a short run on the river 
road into a hazardous thing. 
“Cars built nowdays just don’t 


take the jolts too good. Kinda ~ 


like people,” Thors observed. The 
laugh lines around his face were 
showing. 

It was difficult to keep my eyes 
from straying to the furnishings 
of the two small rooms that com- 
prised their living quarters. The 
inside was in such sharp con- 
trast to the outside. The floor 
was smooth and white from end- 
less scrubbings. An oval braided 
rug lent dignity to an ancient 
carved chest that squatted under 
the window. Furniture was 
heavy. Yet it had a soft warmth 
and illusive charm. Walls were 
of pine, rough with a grainy sur- 
face. The small wood cookstove 
seemed entirely in place. Several 
kerosene lamps on a shelf told 
that lamplight played upon the 
scene at night. One wall was 
filled with clocks. They were 
mounted at odd angles. 

In answer to my question as to 
how long they had lived there, 
Thors said, ‘You see that great 
oak tree yonder across the water 
on that point where the river 
bends? We were here first!” 
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Fog hovered under this high- 
stilted shack, billowing up in a 
cloudlike manner. “It has mea- 
dow-melted the river,’ I thought. 

“We meant it to be just a 
temporary dwelling place,” Thors 
continued. “But things didn’t 
work out exactly as we had 
planned.” 

A cuckoo clock began with its 
announcement of the hour. I 
looked up just in time to see a fat 
green bullfrog appear instead of a 
cuckoo. My face registered its 
surprise. 

“You see,’”’ said my host, “it 
wasn’t what you were expecting, 
but you got the right time of 
day just the same.” 

Thors paused, took a long draw 
on his pipe, chuckled, and con- 
tinued. ‘Been collecting clocks 
about thirty years. Lots of 
stories in clocks. I found that 
one down at the junk heap. It 
didn’t work and the cuckoo was 
missing. But I knew it had a 
place in my collection. There was 
just something about it. So, I 
brought it home. Fits in nice 
up there on the wall, doesn’t it?” 
he asked, with a sly grin. 

“There’s no doubt about it!” 
I agreed. “And the bullfrog?” 

“Yes ... well, as I said, I 
brought the clock home. Worked 
every night for weeks cleaning 
and polishing and repairing the 
motor. Each trip I made into 
town, I’d look for a cuckoo to go 
in it. But I just couldn’t find one 
the right size. Finally, one day 
I’m in a variety store looking 
over all the wares and finding no 
cuckoo, when my eyes caught on 
that bullfrog. And I said to 


myself, ‘Why not?’ 
“It turned out to be a real 
You see, it keeps 


good solution. 


THE BULLFROG AND THE CUCKOO CLOCK 


Esther and me from frettin’ too 
much over having to compromise 
now and then. That bullfrog 
does more than just come out on 
the hour. It reminds us to meet 
breaks when they come as best 
we can and not to throw our 
lives on the junk heap. Instead, 
we can learn to accept bullfrogs. 
Through the grace of God, it leads 
us to laughter. Just look how 
much more interesting that bull- 
frog turned out to be. And he 
gives the right time of day right 
on!” 

Before I could answer, a sharp 
rap at the door and a voice say- 
ing, “Your muffler is fixed. That’ll 
be seven dollars, mam,” brought 
me back to the moment’s business 
in a hurry! 


* * * * 


“Have any trouble getting the 
boys and their gear to their camp- 
site?” Virden asked that night. 

“No, not really. In fact, I’m 
glad you had to be in Houston 
that early and could not take 
them. Had an interesting experi- 
ence on the way home. I'll tell 
you about it sometime. 

“By the way, I’ve been think- 
ing about that porch I’ve fussed 
so about getting glassed in. I 
decided today to make the back 
bedroom into a study instead. It 
is larger, won’t cost a thing, and 
I can write there just as well. 
What do you think?” 

“Say! I vote for that! Maybe 
you’d better make a trip to the 
river more _ often!” Virden 
laughed. “Anything I can do?” 

“Well, yes, there is something. 
I’d like for you to take that 
cuckoo clock from the dining 
room and mount it in there on 
that back wall for me.” 
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A Book to Read, 


HIS page will have three very 

different stories of advance 
copy. The first is advance copy 
of an adolescent who will surely 
be well adjusted to the facts of 
life and to her woman’s role. 
This adolescent-to-be is but six 
years old now. She is the proud 
mistress of a mother cat who re- 
cently gave birth to a litter of 
four beautiful kittens. At six, 
this young midwife assisted her 
pet in the hours of labor. Sol- 
emnly she told me, “She had a 
real hard time.” When someone 
inquired how the little kittens 
were fed, she replied, “Why cats 
are mammals!” 

This example of wholesome 
normal sex education is a fine 
one. The girl is learning natu- 
rally names and functions of parts 
of the body. Her attitude is 
wholesome and clean. It will be 
very difficult for anyone later to 
make her think that sex is un- 
clean or not to be talked about. 
Surely this is the way God in- 
tended his ‘children to grow in 
wisdom. 


ANOTHER GOOD BOOK 


In a university bookstore about 
six weeks ago a clerk laid out a 
new book by Ashley Montagu, 
Man in Process. Dr. Montagu is 
one of the great anthropologists 
of our time. His earlier books 
have been stimulating reading. 
This new one may well become 
the most popular of all. It is at 
the same time encouraging, 
alarming and enlightening. Dr. 
Montagu writes as an anthro- 
pologist and in this instance he 
does not discuss religion. He does 
discuss man as the child of earth 
and of culture. The potentialities 
of man’s future development are 
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Couples in Training and Program to Plan 


practically unlimited. These po- 
tentialities may never have an 
opportunity to come even near 
fulfillment unless men _ govern 
themselves now by truth and less 
by myth. The particular de- 
structive myths discussed are 
race, war and sex. 

The discussions of race and 
war are certain to be widely read 
and bitterly contested. In the 
crucial days ahead this book, 
Man in Process, deserves to be 
heard. 


COUPLES IN TRAINING 


During this summer I have at- 
tended ‘several leadership schools 
in which future state laboratory 
teachers were enrolled. One fea- 
ture of these and other summer 
training projects has impressed 
me. One third of the entire en- 
rollment were young married 
couples. The laymen were using 
their vacation to attend these 
leadership schools. 

The use of couples in Christian 
education is increasing in local 
churches and regionals. This 
practice gives husband and wife 
common experience and the en- 
joyable comradeship of working 
together for the church. Even 
more basic, however, is the more 
natural perspective coming into 
Christian education because of 
couple leadership. Children re- 
spond to male leadership. Many 
modern children have a deficiency 
of man contacts: this couple 
leadership offsets that. The Chris- 
tian religion needs both mascu- 
line and feminine points of view. 
Both need to be represented in 
the Christian fellowship. Surely, 
the leadership problems of tomor- 
row will be less as couples share 
together their church responsibil- 
ities. 


OUR FRONT PLANNING 


There has been mailed to every 
state office of our churches a 
Program Planning File for the 
church year of 1962-1963. These 
files are increasingly popular with 
state planning commissions who 
use the ideas for planning ahead. 
The request is for more and more 
advanced scheduling. The time 
has passed when local churches 
or state associations can plan a 
few weeks ahead and get into the 
schedule of busy leaders on 
crowded community calendars. 


CONGO CRISIS 
and 
CHRISTIAN MISSION 
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The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
paper, 10C864 $2.50 cloth. 
Published by Bethany Press 
order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


(1071) 15 





Lydia: Read ly for the Gospel 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 


MEMORY SELECTION: 
“To all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become chil- 
dren of God” (John 1:12). 


HE lesson today has several 

interesting aspects to it. One 
of the central figures is a woman 
and this is not too usual in New 
Testament times. The preaching 
of the gospel is done to a group 
of women, apparently without 
any other men present besides the 
missionaries. Lydia is in business. 
That must not have been very 
common in those days. And, 
when Paul got into trouble with 
the authorities he exercised his 
citizenship to good advantage. 
All of these details serve to make 
this a very interesting lesson. 

Paul and Silas arrived in Phil- 
ippi, “the leading city of the 
district of Macedonia, and a Ro- 
man colony” (Acts 16:12). We 
believe that Luke wrote the Acts 
so the “we” that appears in this 
verse and elsewhere throughout 
the story gives added evidence to 
the belief that Luke was with 
them on this journey. 

This is the Macedonia from 
which Paul had heard a call to 
preach to the gentiles, earlier. 
I suppose the fact that it is called 
“a Roman colony” means _ that 
special effort was made by Rome 
to set up the Roman way of life 
in this Greek community. The 
whole country was under Roman 
rule, so far as that goes. 

This incident took place quite 
a while after Pentecost but we 
find the Christian missionaries 
preaching the gospel on the sab- 
bath. This seems to have been 
for the practical reason that 
Jewish people were gathered to- 
gether on sabbath day. They 
were “outside the gate’ by the 
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riverside, and they were all 
women (verse 13). 
Why this situation existed, 


we're not told. Surely there must 
have been some Jewish men in 
Philippi. On the other hand, 
they seldom gathered outside to 
worship, if there was a synogogue 
of any sort. It is interesting to 
remember that Paul, whom we 
call the apostle to the gentiles, 
is here preaching to Jewish peo- 
ple in a gentile, Roman city. 
Lydia, the central figure in the 
lesson today, was “a seller of pur- 
ple goods” (verse 14). She was 
a worshiper of God, not of the 
Roman gods. This business has 
interested me from childhood. I 
understand that there was a dis- 
trict named Lydia. This woman 
lived in Thyatira, a city in Lydia. 
The whole district was famous for 
its purple goods, just as certain 


cities today become famous for 
particular kinds of products. 

Why Lydia was in business, 
we are not told. Perhaps her 
husband had died and left her 
with the business. It is not im- 
portant. It is important to no- 
tice the explanation of how she 
accepted the gospel. “The Lord 
opened her heart” so that she 
would listen to what Paul said 
(verse 14). I do not think this 
is any intimation that the Lord 
might, on occasion, refuse to open 
the heart of someone when the 
gospel was being preached to 
him. 

Lydia accepted and acted with 
dispatch. She was baptized ‘‘with 
her household” (verse 15). This 
is one of those phrases that has 
afforded the church a basis of 
argument through the centuries. 
If those who believe and confess 
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The Scripture 


Acts 16:11-15 


ll Setting sail therefore from 
Troas, we made a direct voyage to 
Samothrace, and the following day 
to Neapolis, 12 and from there to 
Philippi, which is the leading city 
of the district of Macedonia, and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this 
city some days; 13 and on thé sab- 
bath day we went outside the gate 
to the riverside, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and spoke to the wom- 
en who had come together. 14 One 
who heard us was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a 
seller of purple goods, who was a 
worshiper of God. The Lord opened 
her heart to give heed to what was 
said by Paul. 15 And when she was 
baptized, with her household, she 
besought us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the 


Lord, come to my house’ and stay.” 
And she prevailed upon us. 


35-40 


35 But when it was day, the mag- 
istrates sent the police, saying, “Let 
those men go.” 36 And the jailer 
reported the words to Paul, saying, 
“The magistrates have sent to 
let you go; now therefore come out 
and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said 
to them, “They have beaten us pub- 
licly, uncondemned, men who are 
Roman citizens, and have thrown 
into prison; and do they now 
us out secretly? No! let them 
themselves and take us out.” 38 
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are the ones who are eligible 
for baptism, did Paul go home 
with Lydia and preach to every- 
body else in her household, ser- 
vants, relatives and all? Or, did 
Lydia present the gospel to them 
so that they believed. Or, as 
some seem to believe, were the 
members of the household bap- 
tized without any determination 
on their part? Our churches have 
never believed that this latter 
assumption could be true. 

We usually think of being 
“faithful to the Lord” as an ex- 
perience that is stretched out 
over a long period of time. Here 
we find Lydia saying to Paul 
that they should come to her 


house and stay if “you have 
judged me to be faithful.” Faith- 
fulness depends upon the doing 
and believing what is_ right, 
whether it is a one-day affair or 
the experience of a lifetime. 

The last portion of our lesson 
is concerned with the experience 
of Paul and the others in prison, 
following the troubles which we 
discussed in last Sunday’s lesson. 
We see the interesting case of 
the police trying to get Paul out 
of prison while he refuses to go. 
I do not know why the decision 
was made to let them go, in the 
first place. But I know why 
they were very anxious to get rid 
of them. They found out that 


Meaning for Today 


N THE evening I went unwill- 

ingly to the society in Alders- 
gatestreet, where one was read- 
ing Luther’s preface to _ the 
Epistle to the Romans. About a 
quarter before nine, while he was 
describing the change which God 
works in the heart through faith 
in Christ, I felt my _ heart 
strangely warmed. I felt I did 
trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
my salvation: and an assurance 
was given me that he had taken 
away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin 
and death.” 

The preceding paragraph is a 
direct quotation from the diary 
of John Wesley, the most famous 
leader of the Evangelical move- 
ment in England, and is dated 
May 24, 1738. It is cited here 
because it vividly portrays what 
is experienced by human lives 
that are confronted by the power 
and person of Christ. 

For as it was with John Wes- 
ley, who writes, “. . . I felt my 
heart strangely warmed” during 
that meeting in Aldersgatestreet, 
so it was also with Lydia, a seller 
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by Ross M. Willis 


of purple goods, of whom the 
author of Acts writes: “The 
Lord opened her heart to give 
heed to what was said by Paul” 
during that meeting outside the 
gate to the riverside in Philippi. 
Another great testimony of what 
is experienced by a human life 
that is confronted by the power 
and person of Christ. 

The Acts of the Apostles re- 
cords Lydia’s response to this con- 
frontation. “And when she was 
baptized, with her household, she 
besought us, saying, ‘If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come to my house and 
stay.’ And she prevailed upon 
us” 

Te diary of John Wesley, in 
like manner, records his response 
to this confrontation. “I look 
upon all the world as my parish; 
thus far I mean, in whatever part 
of it I am, I judge it meet, right, 
and my bounden duty, to declare 
unto all that are willing to 
hear, the glad tidings of salva- 
tion.” That confession is dated 
June 11, 1739. 

Now this weaving of the con- 


they had publicly beaten and con- 
demned Roman citizens without 
any trial. 

Paul got what he asked for. 
He would not let the caretakers 
turn him loose. He demanded 
that the magistrates themselves 
come and take him out (verse 
37). This they did, along with 
an apology (verse 39). After 
they went and explained to Lydia 
and “the brethren” they left 
Philippi (verse 40). I don’t 
know who these brethren were, 
but there was now a church in 
existence. 

Paul’s attitude in this arrest 
is a very interesting example to 
study. 


version experiences of two such 
distinct individuals as Lydia and 
John Wesley has much to say to 
those of us who read their words 
and acts. For both clearly tell 
us that when man is truly con- 
fronted by Christ the encounter 
affects the heart—the inner seat 
of spiritual awareness. But there 
is more! For from that en- 
counter, man must respond with 
the abandonment of himself to 
the Christ whom he now knows 
to be his Savior. 

For Lydia, one of the very first 
on the continent of Europe to give 
her life to the witness of Christ, 
there was also the giving of all 
that composed her life so that 
others might be confronted with 
the power and the person of 
Christ: “. . . eome to my house 
and stay.”’ And this was a stead- 
fast and determined dedication: 
“And she prevailed upon us.” For 
Wesley there was also the aban- 
donment of self so that the world 
might know, “. .. I judge it... 
my bounden duty, to declare unto 
all that are willing to hear, the 
glad tidings of salvation.” 

Anything less than the com- 
plete abandonment of self for 
the world of one’s brothers, an 
abandonment portrayed by the 
life of Lydia, is something less 
than giving one’s life to Christ. 
“. . . he who loses his life for my 
sake, will find it’ (Matthew 10: 
37). 
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by Laura W. 


facing the girls it' was a' 
to ask her to lead such a dpicult 
circle so soon after she arrived in 
town. It must be disillusioning, 
caught between tensions. 

“It was such a silly old quarrel 
in the first place—’’ Nancy said. 
“Oh, I’ve heard all the pros and 
cons—how Mrs. Howe felt when 
Miss Burns flunked her Johnnie 
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jon, arid how Miss Burns 

A, he dealt the crushing blow 
‘eimeeecher’s integrity against a 
But how 
could two such wonderful women 
have carried on a feud all these 
years, long after Johnnie married 
and settled down? And what am 
I to do about it? Both of them 
—separately—have been more 
than friendly to me, but here they 
are both assigned to my circle 
. the first meeting coming up 





“_ Feel like the inside of a 
sandwich!” twinkled Mrs. Perry. 
“But, Nancy,” she looked whim- 
sically into the troubled eyes, 
“have you thought what a stra- 
tegic position the inside of a sand- 
wich has? It could be very warm 
and cozy!” 

“Warm and cozy!” 

She’s thinking, guessed Mrs. 
Perry ruefully, that because I sit 
in a wheelchair all day, apart 
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from the world, I don’t “dig” the 
situation. But she went steadily 
on. 

“Did you ever ask yourself 
what the function of the inside of 
a sandwich is?” 

“Well, it separates the two 
sides—”’ 

“Yes,” agreed Mrs. Perry, “but 
doesn’t it also hold them to- 
gether? And give flavor to them 
both?” 

Nancy’s eyes widened. ‘“‘Ye-e-s, 
I see what you mean,” she ad- 
mitted slowly. “But what has 
that to do with me and a quarrel 
between two women that hap- 
pened years before I met them?” 

“Maybe it’s stretching the fig- 
ure of speech too far,” the said 
older woman, “but sometimes 
even two old dried-up pieces of 
bread taste pretty good with a 
fresh new filling between ... 
From your vantage point as that 
fresh new filling, have you 
thought about who was in the 
wrong?” 

“Well—” Nancy hesitated. 
“When I put myself in Mrs. 
Howe’s place, I can see, of course, 
just how she felt. I have a son 
myself, even if he is only three 
... and yet, when I put myself in 
Miss Burns’s place, I can under- 
stand why she couldn’t pass a boy 
who didn’t deserve to pass... 
The fault? Well, I should say 
both were wrong to some degree.” 

Mrs. Perry reached for her 
Bible, which always lay within 
reach of the wheelchair. ‘‘Which 
of the parables,” she asked, 
thumbing the worn pages, “deals 
most effectively with forgive- 
ness?” 

“The Prodigal Son, I suppose,” 
said Nancy. 

“Let’s read it,” suggested Mrs. 
Perry. Nancy listened quietly 
as her warm voice repeated the 
familiar words, but couldn’t help 
thinking it didn’t have much to do 
with a ten-year-old quarrel be- 
tween a mother and a teacher— 
or the problems of a distressed 
young matron trying to be a 
good circle leader. 

“Who was at fault in the 
story?” asked Mrs. Perry as she 
closed her Bible. Nancy an- 
swered promptly, “Obviously the 


son—after all, he squandered his 
inheritance .. .” 


“Then,” said Mrs. Perry, “if 
you had been the father, you 
would have blamed the boy en- 
tirely?” 

“‘No-o-o-” Nancy said slowly. 
“I’m sure everyone else would, 
but not his father—nor his 
mother ... I’d have been wonder- 
ing all those months where I’d 
made the mistake, at what point 
I'd lost his confidence, whether 
I’d made him sure of my love 
. . . No, I wouldn’t have blamed 
him entirely.” 


“Yet who was the first to admit 


his fault?” probed Mrs. Perry 
gently. 
“Why, the son...” 


“And if you’d been the father 
—or mother—would you have run 
joyously to meet him, ready to 
forget all the mistakes?” 

Nancy’s face glowed. “That 
one I can answer!” She thought 
of the time her own Tommy ran 
away—she’d been frantic, and so 
overjoyed when he turned up that 
she didn’t even think of punish- 
ing him until Big Tom insisted on 
it—and then she’d hurried to cook 
his favorite meal, complete with 
ice cream! 

“Oh, yes!” she breathed, sud- 
denly seeing Tommy, grown to 
manhood, coming home ragged 
and dirty and hungry, but still 
her Tommy. “Oh, yes, I’d just 
fly to meet him!” 

“Thinking—what?” 

“Oh, of the joy of seeing him 
again, of knowing he was safe...” 
Nancy’s face sobered. “But sorte- 
thing more .. .”’ She looked into 
Mrs. Perry’s kindly face. “I think 
I’m beginning to see what you’re 
driving at. I’d be thinking that 
I’d be sorry to the end of my life 
that I hadn’t started out before 
I saw him coming—that I hadn’t 
been the first to admit .. .” 

Nancy stopped short. ‘But 
getting back to the sandwich, I 
still don’t see...” Her brow 
wrinkled in thought. “Or—maybe 
I do. The father and the son— 
they are the pieces of bread, of 
course, and something was pull- 
ing them together . . . Why, yes! 
God was the inside of the sand- 
wich, touching them both on the 








inside. So the son came to his 
senses at last—and the father was 
ready.” 

Rising suddenly, she patted 
Mrs. Perry’s thin hand. “I have 
an idea,” she said. ‘Mind if I 
use your story—and borrow your 
technique?” She was gone. 

A week later Nancy reappeared. 
“T couldn’t wait to tell you!” she 
dropped a quick kiss on the white 
head and squeezed the  blue- 
veined hands. “It worked—the 
Prodigal Son, I mean. But espe- 
cially the technique. I read it for 
my devotional, you see—just as 
you read it to me—and instead 
of commenting on it myself, I 
let them do the talking. We all 
got to discussing who was right 
and who was wrong...” Nancy 
stopped for breath. “Actually, 
everything went just as usual— 
you know—the devotional, the 
business meeting, the program, 
the refreshments, the benediction 
... And all the time I was think- 
ing, well, no one came to blows! 
We all went out as usual, and 
then suddenly—there they were, 
both unlocking their cars and 
starting to get in—and both of 
them turned and walked right to- 
ward each other with the most 
determined air . . . Goodness! I 
thought, now the battle is on!— 
but it wasn’t at all. They just 
stood there in the middle of the 
street and suddenly they were 
embracing like long-lost friends, 
paying no attention at all to the 
cars waiting to get by. I heard 
Miss Burns saying, “All my fault 
—’’ and Mrs. Howe was inter- 
rupting with “No, it was my 
fault, right from the start—” and 
I didn’t wait to hear any more, 
but practically broke the speed 
record getting here to tell you.” 

Nancy jumped up. “And now 
I must rush home, for the baby- 
sitter wants to leave early and 
Tommy will be wanting supper.” 

She was halfway out the door 
when Mrs. Perry’s question 
reached her, “And how does it 
feel now to be the inside of a 
sandwich?” She laughed, but her 
eyes were tender. 

Nancy laughed, too. There was 
a new strength in her voice as 
she answered. ‘“‘Warm and cozy!” 
And blowing a kiss to old Mrs. 
Perry, she vanished. 











of the Brotherhood 


Mrs. O. Ivan Cole Elected President at 
Quadrennial ICWF Assembly 


Reports Women Gave Nearly $2 Million 
For World Outreach Causes in Past Year 


LAFAYETTE, IND.—Christian Churches’ women gave nearly $2 mil- 
lion to world outreach causes through Unified Promotion in the fiscal 
year ending in June—an increase of about $100,000 over the previous 


twelve months. 


It was announced at the Second 
Quadrennial Assembly of the Inter- 
national Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship that Disciples women gave 
$1,970,279 for outreach causes. 

Making the report at a session 
devoted to addresses, a drama and 
group discussions on world outreach 
was Dr. Spencer P. Austin of In- 
dianapolis, Ind., executive secretary 
of Unified Promotion. He told some 
3,200 delegates that the significance 
of the women’s part in outreach 
support “could scarcely be over- 
emphasized.” 


Mrs. O. Ivan Cole of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, was elected president of ICWF 
which represents 4,275 women’s 
groups with a total membership of 
some 245,000. 


Named to a four-year term, she 
succeeds Mrs. William K. Evans of 
Austin, Minn. Elected vice-presi- 
dent was Mrs. R. I. Pearson of Abi- 
lene, Texas. 


Missionaries Commissioned 


At a special service held in con- 
nection with the fellowship’s ses- 
sions, 18 missionaries, including four 
medical doctors, were commissioned. 
Six will go to India, four to the 
Republic of Congo, and two each 
to Japan, Thailand, Mexico and 
Paraguay. 

It was announced that the ICWF 
has created a special scholarship 
fund in honor of Miss Jessie M. 
Trout of Indianapolis, who will re- 
tire September 1 as executive sec- 
retary of the Department of Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship and as 
vice-president of the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 


Scholarship Fund Use 

The scholarship fund will be used 
to educate nationals in overseas 
countries where there are congrega- 
tions founded or assisted by the Dis- 
ciples of Christ. 

In a discussion on Christian stew- 
ardship, three authors—Mrs. Wil- 
fred Bockelman of Minneapolis, 
Mrs. Frank Lacy of Martinsville, 
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Va., and Miss Helen Kingsbury Wal- 
lace of Philadelphia—agreed that 
stewardship includes how a woman 
uses her leisure time for the church 
as well as how she gives her money. 
They said that stewardship means 
complete dedication. 


More New Churches 


In Kansas City Area 


Kansas CitTy—Christian 
churches in the greater Kansas 
City area are doing some impor- 
tant work in church development 
under the leadership of Harrell 
A. Rea, executive secretary of the 
Christian Church Commission. 


The most. recently organized 
church in the area is Pleasant View 
Christian Church in Northeast In- 
dependence, with Garner D. Noland 
as the minister. 

Two new church sites in Johnson 
County, Kansas, will be purchased 
according to a recent action of the 
Commission. 

The Overland Park Christian 
Church, which has over 1,300 mem- 
bers and is only 10 years old, has 
dedicated a new sanctuary. That 
church voted to give $5,000 for the 
purpose of new church sites in John- 
son County. 

At the recent quarterly meeting 
of the Commission Board action 
was taken approving the securing 
of an option on a new church site 
in Jackson County, southeast of In- 
dependence. About $200,000 is be- 
ing invested in new church sites by 
the committee, but there is some 
excess land that will be resold later. 

During the past decade ten new 
churches have been organized in the 
Kansas City area, but Decade of 
Decision plans call for 20 new 
churches to be organized in the 
area during the decade of the 70’s. 


Harry G. Parsons, pastor of Budd 
Park Christian Church, was _ re- 
elected president. 


Kenneth B. Bowen Dies 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Kenneth Blount 
Bowen, former president of The 
College of the Bible who was for 
18 years pastor of Madison Avenue 
Christian Church, Covington, Ky., 
died here July 26. 

A native of Washington County, 
N. C., Dr. Bowen served pastorates 
in New York, Michigan, Kentucky 
and Illinois. He was president of 
The College of the Bible from 1945 
to 1948. 

The minister and educator grad- 
uated from Atlantic Christian Col- 
lege at Wilson, N. C., received his 
B.D. from The College of the Bible 
and his M.A. from Coiumbia Uni- 
versity. In 1946 he was awarded 
the honorary D.D. from  Transyl- 
vania. 

Memorial services were held in 
Lexington, Leslie R. Smith, pastor 
of Central Church, presiding, and 
interment was at Auburn, N. Y. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. On- 
nolee Avery Bowen; and two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. L. C. (Brenda) Hamilton 
of Lexington and Mrs. Ben (Betsy) 
Hobgood of Coquilhatville, Repub- 
lic of the Congo. He was the 
brother of T. Hassel Bowen, profes- 
sor of systematic theology at The 
College of the Bible. 

Also surviving are: another broth- 
er, two sisters and five grand chil- 
dren. 


Ky. and Wyo. Girls 


Essay Contest Winners 


INDIANAPOLIS—Miss Jacquie Wash 
of Frankfort, Ky., and Miss Michelle 
Moe of Laramie, Wyo., won top na- 
tional honors in the Christian Youth 
Fellowship and Chi Rho Fellowship 
divisions of the Youth Stewardship 
Essay Contest sponsored by Unified 
Promotion. 

All essays were written on the 
theme, “Purpose for Life.” 

The essays of between 1,000 and 
1,500 words were judged on the 
basis of stewardship content, writ- 
ing ability (organization of ideas, 
clarity of expression, grammar) and 
appeal to others. 

Placing second and third in the 
national CYF division were Miss 
Donna Iden, Central Church of 
Christ in Newark, Ohio, and Miss 
Susan Bruce, Park Avenue Chris- 
tian Church in East Orange, N. J. 

Miss Marie Engle from _ First 
Church, Niagara Falls, N. Y., was 
the runner-up in Chi Rho Fellow- 
ship division. 
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Gresham Keynoter 
For the Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS—Perry Epler 
Gresham, International Conven- 
tion president, will be the key- 
noter for the Kansas City assem- 
bly, Sept. 29-Oct. 4. 


Since 1953, Dr. Gresham has been 
president of Bethany College at 
Bethany, W. Va., the school founded 
by Alexander Campbell—the first 
president of the brotherhood’s gen- 
eral convention. 

Before he assumed leadership of 
the Christian Churches’ 120-year-old 
liberal arts college, Dr. Gresham 
was the minister of three of the Dis- 
ciples’ leading congregations and a 
professor in the brotherhood’s larg- 
est school. 

The top man in his Texas Chris- 
tian University graduating class in 
1930, he pursued graduate study at 
the University of Chicago and Co- 
lumbia University. 

From 1933 until 1942, he was on 
the TCU faculty, first as a Greek 
teacher and later as professor of 


philosophy. While he was at TCU, 
he served as minister of Fort 
Worth’s University Christian 


Church. 

In 1942, he became minister of 
University Christian Church in 
Seattle, Wash. He was called to the 
pulpit of Central Woodward Chris- 
tian Church in Detroit, Mich., in 
1945, succeeding the late Dr. Edgar 
DeWitt Jones. 

TCU conferred an honorary LL.D. 
degree on him in 1949 and Culver- 
Stockton College at Canton, Mo., 
awarded him an Litt.D. degree in 
1954. 


Youth Caravan 


INDIANAPOLIS—Thirty-t wo young 
people participated in a youth cara- 
van of the New Mexico Christian 
Churches and toured Missions Build- 
ing here July 7. 

The youth caravaners visited the 
offices of six national agencies 
housed in the building—The United 
Christian Missionary Society, the 
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International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches, Unified Promotion, 
the Board of Higher Education, the 
Council on Christian Unity, the Na- 
tional Benevolent Association and 
World Call. 

While they were in Indianapolis, 


they also toured the Board of 
Church Extension building, Chris- 
tian Theological Seminary and 


Flanner House. 

The young people completed their 
trip July 15, making stops in Paris 
and Lexington, Ky.; Nashville, 
Tenn.; St. Louis, Mo.; Enid, Okla.; 
and Fort Worth, Texas, where other 
Disciples “landmarks” are located. 

The youth caravan was directed 
by Truce V. Lewellyn, minister of 
Monte Vista Christian Church in Al- 
buquerque, N. M., Mrs. Lewellyn, 
and Mrs. Frank Gray. 


Mrs. Basil Holt Dies 


INDIANAPOLIS—Mrs. Basil (Maggie 
Winifred) Holt, missionary who has 
been serving with her husband in 
South Africa, died July 29 in Jo- 
hannesburg. 


To New Ministries 


@ STRATFORD, TEXxAS—Howard C. 
Bever has been called to serve First 
Christian Church here from a pas- 
torate with Grand Avenue Church, 
Bozeman, Mont. 


@ CoLUMBUS, OHIO—James W. Lan- 
des, associate minister of Heights 
Christian Church, Shaker Heights, 
Ohio, has resigned and accepted 
a call from the Ohio Society of 
Christian Churches to lead the Karl 
Road New Church Committee in 
establishing a new Christian Church 
at Karl and Cook Roads in North 
Columbus. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Miss Lois 
Mothershed of Little Rock, Ark., has 
been named director of Christian 
Women’s Fellowship services in The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 


@ Robert F. Glover has resigned as 
minister of education at First 
Church, Ponca City, Okla., and plans 
to enroll this fall in the Divinity 
School at Yale University. 
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urch, Butte, Mont., has been completed. The structure includes an 


Brotherhood News 


Jack Naff Rural 
Minister of the Year 


Oregon Convention 


TURNER, ORE.—The 1961 Ore- 
gon Christian Convention, which 
was held June 27—July 2 in Me- 
morial Tabernacle here attracted 
over 1,750 registrants. 


Named church of the year was 
First Christian Church, Heppner, 
where Charles Knox is minister. 
Registration trophies were won by 
the Turner and Silverton Christian 
Churches. 

The rural minister of the year 
award was presented to Jack Naff 
of Madras. 

Among out-of-state speakers were 
John Paul Pack of Los Angeles, 
Spencer P. Austin of Indianapolis, 
and Russel Martin of Miami, Okla. 
The missionary speakers were Gene 
Johnson, missionary to the Congo, 
and Max Ward Randall, direct-sup- 
port missionary to Rhodesia. 

Among the veterans at Turner 
were F. L. “Daddy”? Cook, 96, who 
sang with the Northwestern Chris- 
tian Home quartet. Another was 
Mrs. Ralph Putnam, 70, who has at- 
tended 70 consecutive conventions 
at Turner. She was brought to her 
earliest sessions as a baby and con- 
tinued without a break. 

Walter Daum, who had a record 
of some 20 consecutive conventions 
was missing from his usual place. 
He died in Roseburg as a result of a 
fall. 


Pulpit Furnishings Dedicated 


BETHANY, W. VaA.—New pulpit 
furnishings for Bethany Memorial 
Church here were dedicated on July 
9. The furnishings, consisting of a 
new lectern and pulpit lights, were 
given in honor of the late Mrs. E. 
W. Gordon. At the time of her 
death she was 97 and the oldest 
member of the church. The fur- 
nishings were presented by her 
son, Edwin Gordon of Pittsburgh; 
and her daughters, Mrs. William 
Kirk of Philadelphia and Miss Luta 
Gordon, Bethany College registrar. 





. 


O. D. Harris, missionary pastor, 


came to Butte four years ago at the request of the Montana Christian Missionary Society and the UCMS. 






































Brotherhood News 


R. S. Garfield Todd to 
Address K. C. Assembly 


KANSAS CITY, Mo.—A missionary 
to Africa who earned world fame 
as a government leader and social 
reformer will address the assembly 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches which is sched- 
uled to be held here Sept. 29-Oct. 
4. 

He is R. S. Garfield Todd, who 
went to Southern Rhodesia in 1934 
as a missionary of New Zealand 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) and 
served as prime minister of the 
African country from 1953 until 
1958. 

Mr. and Mrs. Todd, both natives 
of New Zealand, currently are devel- 
oping their large ranch near Dadaya, 
site of the mission they led for 19 
years. 

He will stay in the United States 
approximately three weeks lecturing 
at colleges, speaking to church 
groups and attending a UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization) 
meeting. 


New Office Building 
For North Carolina 


WILSON, N. C.—Dedication cere- 
monies for the new office building 
of the North Carolina Christian 
Missionary Society were held here 
July 16. 

The new building is located near 
the campus of Atlantic Christian 
College. 

David L. Alexander of Wilming- 
ton, vice-president of the state board 
of the Christian Churches, presided. 

Others taking part in the pro- 
gram were H. Myron Kauffman of 
Richmond, Va., president of the Na- 
tional State Secretary’s Association 
of the Christian Churches, the prin- 
cipal speaker; Ross J. Allen, Exec- 
utive Secretary of the North Caro- 
lina Christian Missionary Society; 
Arthur D. Wenger, president of 
Atlantic Christian College, C. C. 
Ware, state historian of the Chris- 
tian Churches, and W. E. Lang, Jr., 
of Walstonburg, member of the 
state board. 


Seek 100 Leaders for 
Operation Good News 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—One hundred 
brotherhood leaders will be enlisted 
to serve local churches in the United 
States and Canada for one week, 
from January to Easter, 1962, in a 
program to be called Operation 
Good News. 

Sponsored by the department of 


22 (1078) 





evangelism of The United Christian 
Missionary Society, this will be the 
second successive year in which men 
from national and state agencies 
of the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ), and from church related 
colleges and seminaries, will volun- 
teer to participate in a pre-Easter 
program. 

Launched in January, 1961, and 
titled Project-Evangelism, 59 men 
from all brotherhood agencies served 
local churches for one week during 
the three months before Easter. 

Donald M. Salmon, executive sec- 
retary of the evangelism depart- 
ment, stated that it is the aim of 
this program to serve at least 100 
different churches each year during 
the Decade of Decision. 


Charter Membership Roll 
Is Closed by New Church 


JACKSON, TENN.—Bethany Chris- 
tian Church here, which was or- 
ganized Dec. 4, 1960, observed the 
closing of its charter membership 
roll with a special service. Keith 
Elliott, a native of Albion, IIl., is 
the minister. Forty-one persons 
signed the charter membership roll. 
Alex Mooty, executive secretary of 
the Tennessee Christian Missionary 
Society, presented the charter to 
Ike Shaw who has served as chair- 
man of the steering committee for 
the new church. 





Children Sing For Evangelistic 


RALPH W. POLLOCK (insert), an ordained song evangelist of Nebo, IIl., 


Dr. Mellon Honored for 
‘Better Understanding’ 


NEw ORLEANS, LA.—Dr. W. Lari- 
mer Mellon, founder and director of 
the Albert Schweitzer hospital in 
Haiti, received the Thomas F. Cun- 
ningham award in ceremonies held 
here recently at the International 
House. 

The award is given here annually 
to the person “who has contributed 
the most to better understanding 
between the United States and 
Latin America.” The award origi- 
nally was made to Dr. Mellon in 
1958, but he was unable to leave his 
work in Haiti until this year to re- 
ceive it. 

Dr. Mellon built and equipped 
the Schweitzer hospital with his own 
money. His wife served as his 
first assistant. Together they have 
helped the people of Haiti to gain 
much-needed medical attention, edu- 
cation, vocational training and agri- 
cultural improvements, the citation 
stated. 

Dr. Mellon is a member of the 
Park Avenue Christian Church, New 
York City. In 1957 Dr. Mellon called 
upon The Christian Missionary So- 
ciety to provide a chaplain. In re- 
sponse the United Society was able 
to send W. Lloyd Shirer, who is 
chaplain, missionary, community de- 
velopment leader and literacy work 
organizer. 


Meeting 








who has been in this ministry for 48 years, and Mrs. Pollock continue to 


be active in evangelistic campaigns. 


Here Mrs. Pollock is shown directing 


a children’s choir in connection with a campaign at First Christian Church, 
North Dade, Miami, Fla. 
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Appointments... 


@ Hiram, On10—Dr. Paul I. Miller, 
professor of history here at Hiram 
College, will be on leave from the 
college for one year. He has been 
given a Fulbright Award to lecture 
in history at the University of Cey- 
lon, 


@ CANTON, Mo.—H. Dale Almond, 
with a B.A. degree from Lynchburg 
and a M.A. degree from University 
of Tennessee, has been appointed 
dean of men here at Culver-Stock- 
ton College. He succeeds Dr. Richard 
B. Mease who has been named as- 
sociate professor of education and 
psychology at North Dakota State 
University, Fargo. 


@ FULTON, Mo.—Griffith A. Hamlin, 
minister of First Christian Church, 
Goldsboro, N. C., has been appointed 
to the faculty of William Woods 
College here in the area of reli- 
gion and religious education. Dr. 
Hamlin, who is a graduate of At- 
lantic Christian College, holds the 
M. R. E. degree from The College 
of the Bible, B.D. degree from Duke 
University and D.Th. degree from 
Iliff School of Theology. 


@ HiraM, OH10—Lawrence D. Fried- 
man, a graduate of Rutgers Uni- 
versity who also holds the M.S. 
degree from Northwestern Univer- 
sity, has been named assistant pro- 
fessor of biology here at Hiram Col- 
lege. 


@ ORANGE, CALIF.—Dr. Virgil Mc- 
Pherson, head of the division of 
Social Sciences, and dean of the 
faculty here at Chapman College, has 
resigned to become professor of 
Education at Adams State College, 
Alamoso, Colo. 


@ FULTON, Mo.—Mrs. Michael W. 
Blackburn, who recently received 
the bachelor of journalism degree 
from the University of Missouri, has 
been appointed to serve William 
Woods College here. She will edit 
the alumnae _ publication, teach 
journalism and act as_ technical 
adviser for the college paper and 
yearbook. 


@ WILSON, N. C.—John R. Scudder, 
Jr., has been named chairman of 
the Department of Education and 
Psychology here at Atlantic Chris- 
tian College. Dr. Scudder, who 
holds the M.A. degree from the 
University of Alabama, the B.D. 
degree from The College of the 
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Bible and the Ed.D. degree from 
Duke University, has been a member 
of the college faculty here since 
1956 where he has served as associ- 
ate professor primarily in the field 
of religious education. 


@ BETHANY, W. Va.—Bethany Col- 
lege has named two of its recent 
graduates, John Graham of Pitts- 
burgh and Richard W. Hibler of 
Western Springs, Ill., as assistants 
to Robert A. Sandercox, director of 
admissions and alumni relations here 
at Bethany College. 


@ FULTON, Mo.—John Maxwell Fer- 
guson will teach courses in econo- 
mics and business administration 
here at William Woods College. He 
entered Harvard at 14, graduated at 
17 with Phi Beta Kappa and Rhodes 
Scholarship honors, and did his 
graduate work at Columbia where 
he was awarded the M.A., L.L.B., 
and Ph.D. degrees. 


@ NASHVILLE, TENN.—Lawrence C. 
Hay has been appointed Assistant 
Professor of Bible here at Scar- 
ritt College. A graduate of Tran- 
sylvania College and The College 
of the Bible, Dr. Hay studied at 
Hebrew Union College and did his 
doctoral studies at Vanderbilt. He 
has been lecturing in Old Testament 
at the Vanderbilt University Divin- 
ity School. 


@ LEXINGTON, Ky.—Albert F. Mc- 
Lean, Jr., will join the faculty of 
Transylvania College this fall as 
associate professor of English. Dr. 
McLean is a graduate of Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Mass., and 
earned his A.B. degree at Williams 
College, and his M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees at Harvard University. 


@ FuLTON, Mo.—Hind Matthews has 
been appointed to the faculty here 
at William Woods College where 
she will teach French and German. 
Dr. Matthews received her A.B. 
degree from American University, 
Beirut, Lebanon, and her M.A. and 
doctor of education degrees from 
Stanford University. 


@ ORANGE, CALIF.—Paul H. Demaree, 
Director of the Evening College and 
Summer School here at Chapman 
College, retired on June 30. He 
will be succeeded by Dr. Leo M. 
Thomas, Dean of Instruction at 
Nebraska State Teachers College. 


@ FuLTON, Mo.—The appointment of 
Miss Linda Karger as Assistant to 


the Dean of Students and Director 
of Social Activities here at William 
Woods College has been announced. 
She recentiy received the B.A. de- 
gree from Knox College. 


Disciple Named 
College President 


GULPORT, Miss.—H. Preston James 
has been named president of Gulf 
Park College near here. A member 
of the Christian Church, he has 
been serving as dean of William 
Woods College, Fulton, Mo., since 
1956. 

Gulf Park College is a private, 
non-church-related junior college for 
young women. Founded in 1921 by 
Ward-Belmont’s Dean Richard G. 
Cox, the campus is located on the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Dr. James has his doctor’s degree 
from the University of Illinois, he 
has been listed in Who’s Who in 
America for the past ten years and 
recently published a book in Amer- 
ican history. 


Interfaith Seminar 


Organized at Emporia 


EMPORIA, KAN.—An Interfaith 
Student Seminar has been organ- 
ized here among interested students 
in cooperation with the Interfaith 


Council on the Kansas_ State 
Teachers’ College campus. 
The seminar was _ organized 


through the cooperation of various 
student groups. James T. Grooms, 
campus minister at First Christian 
Church, and Miss Julia Tucker, 
Wesley Foundation Director, are 
co-sponsors for the seminar studies. 


Enrichment Conference 


BETHANY, W. VA.—The annual 
life enrichment conference of mem- 
bers of Christian Churches of West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania was held 
here July 9-13 at Bethany College. 

Ralph G. Wilburn, dean of The 
College of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., 
was the guest leader and speaker 
at the conference. 


Record Giving to TCU 


Fort WorRTH, TEXAS—The Chris- 
tian Churches of Texas, Louisiana 
and New Mexico contributed a rec- 
ord monthly total of $48,183.94 to 
the support of Texas Christian Uni- 
versity in June, according to Lee 
Pierce, director of church relations. 

In addition, TCU’s support from 


‘its related churches reached an all- 


time high for the fiscal year ended 
July 1, Dr. Pierce reported. In all, 
$266,835.28 was contributed to the 
university’s various programs dur- 
ing the period. 
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Five minutes a day with SECRET 
PLACE can bring new strength and 
peace of mind to your life. Get a 
copy of this compact companion to 
the Bible and see what we mean. 
SECRET PLACE is the 96-page quar- 
terly of meditation, scripture, and 
prayer for personal or family devo- 
tions. It's for every day of the 
week, with emphasis on a new theme 
each day. Get acquainted with this 
powerful, spiritually enriching quar- 
terly soon. Discover what a few 
quiet moments of daily meditation 


can do for your life. 


Yearly subscription, $1.00; 5 or more 
subscriptions to the same address, 
15¢ a quarter, or 75¢ a year. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Lovis 66, Missouri 
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Wooster Avenue Church 
In All-Day Celebration 


70 Years for Akron Church 


AKRON, OHIO—Wooster Avenue 
Christian Church here celebrated 
its 70th anniversary with an all- 
day observance. 

Arthur VanDervort, former min- 
ister of the North Hill Church, now 
retired, was guest speaker at the 
morning service. 

The chief feature of the afternoon 
program was the recognition of 50- 
year members including the follow- 
ing: Alson Moore, Ada Miller, Kate 
Temple, Mrs. Walter Stanton, Cora 
Nighswander, Maude Beichlin, 
Maude Baker, Bessie Klein, Grace 
Rockwood, Maude Schrader, Mary 
Vineyard, Iva Cooper, Albert Drach, 
Ida Young, Niles Offeneer, Los Beal, 
Marie Garman, Martha Mitchell, 
Anna McCort, Maude Richard, Mau- 
rice Allen, John Richard, Ed Rowe 
and Addie Cochran. 

Earl Mohler, minister, spoke on 
the future of the church. 


Conference on Aging 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky.—First Chris- 
tian Church here recently sponsored 
two seminars on “Why Age?—Plan 
for Tomorrow Today.’ The seminars 
were held on two successive Sunday 
afternoons. 

Planned and arranged by the 
church cabinet, the purpose of the 
seminars was to make all age groups 
aware of planning toward retire- 
men and the retired person, to enjoy 
his retirement years. 

Dr. Walter A. Zaugg of this city 
moderated both sessions and several 
well-known persons served as re- 
source leaders. 


W. Jack Smith Ordained 


Macon, GA.—An ordination serv- 
ice was held here at First Christian 
Church for William Jack Smith. 

Clyde S. Sherman, minister of the 
church, presided at the service and 
Ralph G. Wilburn, dean of The 
College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky., delivered the sermon and the 
charge. 

Mr. Smith is a graduate of Chris- 
tian College of Georgia and received 
his B. D. degree from The College 
of the Bible. 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1960 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Official. 
SANGAMON MILLS, INC. 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 


Relax 


BITTER TEARS 


The bitterest tears are those of 
shame 


Because we have no one else 
to blame. 


—VELMA ARMSTRONG 


FIRST AID 


The two college youths had 
just enjoyed a large cake from 
home, when one of them be- 
gan to groan, doubling himself 
up and clasping his arms 
around his stomach. 

“What’s the matter,” asked 
Jack. 

“That cake,” replied Joe. “I 
think my mother forgot to 
shell the nuts she put in it.” 

“Gosh,” said Jack. “Can you 
crack ’em just by bending?” 


—F. G. KERNAN IN QUOTE 
ee @ 


CONDESCENSION 
“I had to go when I was 
young” 
(How smooth these words roll 
off the tongue). 


So, once a year, he sits among 
The congregation—looking 
bored, 


As if his presence did afford 
A special favor to the Lord. 


—LEORA WILBUR HOUSTON 
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Church Establishes 
Second Scholarship 


Kansas CiTy, Mo.—Eleven years 
ago Community Christian Church 
here established the John White 
Hudson Memorial Scholarship, in 
the amount of $1,000 a year, with 
Phillips University, for undergradu- 
ate ministerial students. The late 
Mr. Hudson had taught for 20 years 
the Sunday school class that bears 
his name. 

Recently Community Church es- 
tablished a second scholarship with 
Culver-Stockton College, for young 
women who have dedicated their 
lives to full-time Christian service. 
This scholarship will be worth $1,400 
a school year and will be known as 
the Grace Ellis Scholarship, named 
for the late Mrs. Ernest (Grace) 
Ellis, who founded the church’s 
large circle of business and profes- 
sional women that bears her name. 

Miss Lynne Joyce Swingley has 
been accepted as the first recipient 
of this scholarship. John Paul Lytle, 
the present recipient of the min- 
isterial scholarship at Phillips, is 
the fourth young minister to re- 
ceive his undergraduate education 
from this scholarship. 


“Bro. Moyer Sunday” 


At Barney's Prairie 


MT. CARMEL, ILL.—Each year Bar- 
ney’s Prairie Christian Church near 
here observes “Bro. Moyer Sunday” 
in honor of J. E. Moyer, who retired 
seven years ago from the active 
ministry. He has passed his 87th 
birthday and recently marked his 
67th year in the Christian ministry. 
He served the church here as min- 
ister for over 25 years and upon his 
retirement seven years ago he was 
named minister emeritus. 

Mr. Moyer is to bring the morning 
sermon, so long as he is able. 


E. K. Goddard Ordained 


McFA..L, Mo.—Eldon Keith God- 
dard was ordained to the Christian 


ministry here at the Christian 
Church on June 25. 
The ordination sermon was 


preached by Fred B. Paxton, dis- 
trict minister for the Christian 
Churches. 

In addition to the ordination of 
Mr. Goddard, Doris R. Sweat and L. 
C. Smith, Jr., were ordained to the 
eldership of the church. 

The Scripture was read by Porter 
Hopkins and special music was pre- 
sented by the McFall Trio, South 
Evans Quartette and Mrs. Robert 
Manion. 
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Brotherhood News 


Columbus, Ohio, Church 
Dedicates New Building 


COLUMBUS, OHIO—Formal dedica- 
tion services for the newly com- 
pleted Christian education building 
of Chicago Avenue Church here 
were held with Gaines M. Cook, 
executive secretary of the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches, as the speaker. 

The new addition replaces the 
frame structure which was destroyed 
by fire two years ago. The two- 
story building cost $60,000 and in- 
cludes a fellowship hall which will 
serve as Sunday school area for the 
youth department, nursery, cribbery, 
two large additional classrooms for 
adults, church office, study and rob- 
ing rooms for the choir and bap- 
tistry. 

Herald B. Monroe, Executive Di- 
rector of the Ohio Society of Chris- 
tian Churches, spoke at the morning 
service. 

Area Disciples ministers as well 
as representatives of the city par- 
ticipated in the dedication service. 

Minister of the church is Albert 
L. Rose. 


Octogenarian Helps 
Start New Churches 


CuHicaco, ILL.—Starting new 
churches is not ordinarily regarded 
as a job for octogenarians, however, 
Orvis F. Jordan, minister emeritus 
of Park Ridge Community Church 
here, is helping to start his second 
new Christian Church since he 
reached the age of 80. 

He has been instrumental in help- 
ing to start a new Christian Church 
to serve the Skokie Valley, located 
in the Niles-Morton Grove com- 
munity. This new congregation is 
being formed under the sponsorship 
of the Chicago Disciples Union. 

The first venture of Dr. Jordan 
in starting new congregations was 
with the Arlington Heights Chris- 
tian Church in 1958. He relinquished 
his leadership of this congregation 
about a year ago. 


Prayer Life Institutes 


IowA PARK, TEXAS—Two Prayer 
Life Institutes were held in District 
19, one here and one in Olney. A 
total of 250 people from 16 churches 
participated in the meetings. 

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Lunger of 
Brite College of the Bible, Texas 
Christian University, provided the 
leadership. 

Claude C. McDonald, minister of 
First Church here, serves as wor- 
ship chairman for the district. 








Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
25c per word, subject to editorial approval. Minimum 
charge $5.00. 


News Capsules 


@ BAKERSFIELD, CALIF.—First Chris- 
tian Church here held a service of 
recognition for Mrs. Henry Butcher 
who has served the church for 20 
years as organist. During this 
period she missed services only once 
because of illness. 


@ Ponca City, OKLA—Jim Short, 
16-year-old member of First Chris- 
tian Church here, was one of 50 
American youth to receive a Cita- 
tion Award for religious leadership 
from the Religious Heritage of 
America. Last year he was presi- 
dent of his junior high school class, 
a member of the basketball and 
track teams and district CYF presi- 
dent. 


@ HoMeEwoop, ILtL.—The St. Paul 
Community Church here held a 
mortgage-burning service which 
signified the completed payment on 
a debt amounting to $300,000. On 
the same day 104 new members were 
received into the church. Chris- 
topher T. Garriott has been minister 
of the church since 1944. 


@ JACKSONVILLE, FLA—J. Y. White 
was presented a service pin by First 
Christian Church here in honor of 
Mr. White’s 50 years of service in 
the Christian Church. He was bap- 
tized by J. T. Boone, June 8, 1902, 
and ordained here April 16, 1930. 
His ministry has been primarily 
that of interim work. 


@ NEw MARTINSVILLE, W. Va.—Med- 
ford Jones, evangelist, directed a 
Festival of Faith Crusade at the 
First Christian Church here. At- 
tendance at the preaching services 
averaged better than 250 each night 
and there were 24 additions to the 
church. 


@ Locan, W. Va—A. J. Coffey, 72, 
who has served First Christian 
Church here as minister for 32 
years, has resigned effective Sept. 
30 “or such time as a new minister 
can be located.” 


@ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.—Neal Mc- 
Gowan, former minister here at 
Forest Hill Christian Church, was 
honored by the congregation on the 
occasion of his 50th anniversary in 
the ministry. He began his ministry 
in Forest Grove and Corinth, Ky., 
March 12, 1921. He held several 
pastorates in California, at one time 
was Executive Secretary of the 
Christian Churches in Southern Cali- 
fornia and served as interim sec- 
retary in Northern California. 
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MULVANE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Mulvane, 
Kan., recently completed and dedicated this 
new sanctuary which will seat 400. Organized 
in 1955, the congregation has also completed 
a new education unit and parsonage. Wendell 
Sack has served as minister since 1956. 


— — 
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EVERGREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Evergreen, Colo., 

is building this new structure. The men of the 

church are doing most of the work on the building 

which is contemporary western and will be valued 

at about $30,000. Ed Johnson is chairman of the 

building committee and W. K. Hasenyager is the 
minister. 


oo 
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D CHURCH, Lexing- 
the completion of the first 
its building. program with dedication 
two units on. June 25. In the fore- 
} are: James A. Lollis, min- 

fom day guests: Charles 

; James A. Moak, 


| ASsociation of 
Russell 


KETTERING CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Daaten, Cabs, 


held dedication services for its new 

with the symbolic delivery of the key ny. 
Participants included (from left): Eugenét ae 
architect; Steven Heiligenberg, contractor; Joseph 
Burke, building committee, Harold Lampman, trus- 


tee; and Ray Boyd, property committee. John O. 
Humbert is minister of the church. 


Building News 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Decatur, Texas, 
has recently completed exterior and some in- 
terior remodeling, the first work to be com- 
pleted on this nearly 75-year-old congregation 
in almost 40 years. The minister is John T. 
Muir, Jr., who is a senior student at Brite Col- 
lege of the Bible, Texas Christian University. 
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- CONSTRUCTION BEGAN LAST 

MONTH on the first two units of the 
dedicated new Westwood Christian Church, 
Pensacola, Fla. Westwood Church 









COVINA CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Covina, Cailif., 
this new sanctuary and education facilities which are 
shown in this architect’s sketch. The present facilities, 





will be the seventh project to be 
on including property, are valued at $225,000. The sanctuary 
_ will seat 400. James K. Hempstead, minister of First a ae - —_ of the na 
n- i Church, Alhambra, Calif., was dedication speaker. Forrest . i _— Th _ ca er ee ae 
es J. Hibbard has been minister of the Covina church for the ee . ee 
k, | past six years. provide classrooms, office and kitch- 
of ennette while the fellowship hall 
-y, | will seat 168 at worship and 176 at 
ip tables. Stanley Van Etten is the 
te minister. 
he 
he 
THIS IS ARCHITECT’S sketch of the new 
church plant recently dedicated by Overland 
Park Christian Church, Overland Park, Kan. 
The sanctuary will accommodate over 500. 
Among those participating in the dedication 
were Dyre Campbell, Executive Secretary of 
the Kansas Christian Missionary Society; Har- 
4 rell Rea, Executive Secretary of the Christian 
jo, Church Commission of Greater Kansas City 
nit Area; and Stephen J. England, Dean of The 
i Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla. Forrest Hag- 
ft gard is minister of the church. 
us= 
oO. 
4 THIS IS AN ARTIST'S SKETCH of the new First 
Christian Church, Henderson, Ky., neo Be , ee ee 
der construction. Built on a site purchased four _ rs fe 
years ago, the new structure is contemporary 
cas, and functional in design. The cost of 
in- the new plant will be over William 
onl B. Apperson is the minister. 
ion 
a 
-ol- 
ity. 
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‘tY¥You Are What You Read’’ 


Sensible and Helpful 


Retarded Children: God’s_ Chil- 
dren. By Sigurd D. Petersen. The 
Westminster Press. 156 pages. $3. 


Psychiatric Chaplain Petersen, 
who serves more than 600 retarded 
children between the ages of six 
and 21 at the State Hospital and 
Training Center, Parsons, Kansas, 
writes with touching concern about 
the needs of these unfortunate 
among God’s children. 

Those expecting a scholarly and 
technical dissertation on either psy- 
chiatry or religion may be disap- 
pointed. Families with retarded 
children will read the book with 
reassurance and hope. The author 
exhibits a deep understanding of 
the problems of parents of retarded 
children. His suggestions to them, 
in the last chapter, are sensible and 
helpful. 

In case histories of patients with 
all types of backgrounds and a wide 
range of problems, mental, physical 
and emotional, Chaplain Petersen 
repeatedly points out his conviction 
that nearly all children can, under 
proper direction and in proportion 
to their capacities, experience the 
love of God. 

Young people interested in enter- 
ing this new field of service will 
profit by his practical delineation of 
what is involved, since only a small 
amount of literature on the subject 
of retardation has accumulated. 

Encouraging emphasis is placed 
upon the increasing interdepend- 
ency of psychiatry and religion in 
institutional care of the retarded.— 
WarREN C. MULCH. 


Confirmation 


Josephus, Complete Works. 
lated by William Whiston. 
Publications. 770 pages. 
(Paper). $6.95 (Cloth). 


Whiston’s work of nearly a cen- 
tury ago is combined with a Porter 
and Coates publication to bring all 
there is of Josephus together. Chris- 
tian people have found the work 
interesting because it is the only 
secular work which discusses the 
life and times of Jesus Christ. 


Trans- 
Kregel 
$4.50 
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There are nine pages of Old Testa- 
ment texts which parallel the his- 
tories of Josephus. 

Weights and measures, money 
values and a “dissertation” vindi- 
cating the testimonies of Josephus 
concerning Jesus, John the Baptist 
and James the Just are all interest- 
ing additions. 

Early editions of these works were 
read all over the Christian world. 
Somehow, it seemed to strengthen 
the faith of the farmer who taught 
my father and mother in the Bible 
class, half a century ago, to know 
that a secular writer confirmed the 
existence of Jesus. Apparently, 
people still want to hear Josephus 
say it—H. E. S. 


Out of Date 


Fragments of a Faith Forgotten. 
By G. R. S. Mead. University 
Books, Ine. 633 pages. $10. 


This book is an account of an- 
cient Gnosticism which was orig- 
inally written some 50 years ago by 
a gnostic devotee. Apparently the 
publishers have hoped to capitalize 
on the recent interest in the an- 
cient heresy as well as to further 
the cause of contemporary theoso- 
phy. 

The author begins by presenting 
a lengthy account of the back- 
grounds and origin of Gnosticism. 
On the whole, the discussion is woe- 
fully out of date. For instance, 
a discussion of the Essenes is in- 
cluded which, of course, was com- 
posed a half-century before the dis- 
covery of the Qumran texts. 

The book next proceeds to ana- 
lyze Gnosticism as it was presented 
by its foes—that is, the early pa- 
tristic defenders of orthodoxy. The 
point is made, although it was 
widely known even before the writ- 
ing of this antiquated tome, that 
the church fathers misrepresented 
their opponents. According to 
Mead, Irenaeus is the real villain 
of the piece. 

Then follows an account of Gnos- 
ticism as seen by its friends. Here 
is the only really valuable section 
of the book, since it includes sum- 
maries and extensive quotations 


from the not too widely known 
Askew, Bruce, and Akhmim Co- 
dices. 


In these days of “existential con- 
cern,” there may be some real value 
in a sympathetic view of Gnosti- 
cism; since Mead is a theosophist, 
he is able to present the gnostic 
faith “from the inside.” Neverthe- 
less, the publication of a book which 
takes no account of the extensive 
work which has been accomplished 
in the area since 1900 and which 
antedates the discovery of the im- 
portant gnostic texts at Nag-Ham- 
madi is inexcusable-—WILLIAM R. 
BAIRD. 


Dramatic Narrative 


James Jackson—Duellist and Mili- 
tant Statesman, 1757-1806. By Wil- 
liam Omer Foster. University of 
Georgia Press. 220 pages. $4.50. 


The author gives a colorful story 
of Patriot Jackson, who was revolu- 
tionary general, Georgia governor, 
congressman and senator. Jack- 
son’s personality was ruggedly 
democratic. He became a domi- 
nant figure in Georgia’s public af- 
fairs, representing its “lower dis- 
trict,” and was officially seated in 
Congress ten days before the first 
inauguration of George Washing- 
ton. 


In a “funeral eulogium,” Thomas 
Hart Benton said that Jackson, who 
died at age 49 and was buried in 
Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington, 
D. C., had been “involved in many 
duels on account of his hot oppo- 
sition to criminal measures . . . for 
which he paid the penalty of his 
life, dying of wounds received in 
the last of the many duels.” Dr. 
Foster has given us a narrative with 
dramatic flavor. 

William Omer Foster (Ph.D., 
University of North Carolina), au- 
thor of this biography, is a son of 
Thomas Mason Foster, an 1872 
graduate of The College of the Bi- 
ble, and is now a resident of Tampa, 
Fla. Some decades ago he was min- 
ister of the Hood Memorial Chris- 
tian Church of Dunn, N. C.; later 
he held important positions in 
higher education.—C. C. WARE. 
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RHYMES, ae 
AND ¥ LISTEN 
REASON 


by Kelly O’Neall 


If you listen you can catch the voice of God. 
Where the ocean waves are surging, there’s eternal life emerging, 
Or where daffodils come pushing through the sod. 


By the mystic spell of beauty, and the clarion call of duty, 
We are bound to something higher than the earth. 

There are wonders we're not seeing, locked in every human being; 
There’s divinity implanted in our birth. 


It’s our greatest human blindness, missing God’s eternal kindness; 
Sensing only with our earthly ears and eyes, 

Things we hear and see distress us, but there’s love and joy to bless us, 
In the unseen world that all about us lies. 
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When you hear the brown thrush singing, or the mellow church bell ringing, 
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SATURDAY 


WITH GOD 


Here is a delightful book of essays, 
editorials, reminiscences, written by 
a wise and witty minister. The late 
Warren Grafton, former pastor of 
Central-Woodward Christian Church 
in Detroit, has recorded a wonderful 
storehouse of penetrating, humorous, 
touching comment about people in 
general and Christians in particular— 
their foibles, their strengths, their 
often disappointing but always inter- 
esting ways. This entertaining book 
will be published by Bethany Press, 
October 10th. 105807, $2.95 


Send your order now to: 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
of PUBLICATION 
Box 179 St. Louis, Mo. 


Brotherhood Bulletins 


FOR YOUR CHURCH ... 


Pastors and church leaders, do you want worship bulletins that 
will stimulate and deepen the spiritual life of your congregation, 
add variety, dignity, and color to your church services? We have 
the bulletins to play that important role... your Brotherhood 
Bulletin Service meets these requirements and more. 


This exceptional bulletin service is the only one designed exclusively for 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). Nowhere else will you 
find bulletins keyed to your church’s calendar, brotherhood observances, and 
activities. No other bulletins feature messages (on the folder backs) about 
Christian topics, an emphasis that will relate your individual church to 
the total brotherhood outlook. 


Special days are given significance through the use of beautiful and 
appropriate art subjects on the covers. There is a folder for each 
succeeding Sunday—each week this popular series presents a dis- 
tinctive illustration that reflects the theme of the season. You'll 
find the rich coloring and feeling of true reverence, so evident in 
this service, will make an unusually favorable impression on your 
worship visitors. Plan to use them every Sunday morning, select 
issues suited to retreats, dinners, and evening meetings . . . give 
these sessions new life and meaning. 


WORSHIP BULLETINS are four-page folders 51” 
x 814,” when folded, that are lithographed in two- 
colors. except the five special issues which are 
in full four-color. There is no message on the 
backs. of the holiday bulletins to allow for printing 
a longer order of service. 


price, $ .95 per hundred. 
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WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 
Order From 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 
ST. LOUIS 66, MO. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Father and Son 
Editor, The Christian: 


I am writing concerning a state- 
ment in G. Curtis Jones’ article, 
“Distinctiveness of Disciples,” ap- 
pearing in the April 30, 1961, issue 
of The Christian. 

The author states that “Disciples 
in general have never been able to 
accept the idea of Jesus being God. 
‘Lord,’ yes, but not God, for if so, 
to whom did he pray?” p. 6. 

In my judgment, it is most un- 
fortunate that such a distinction is 
alluded to a people who have his- 
torically accepted the Bible as the 
only rule of Christian faith and 
practice. Has not Mr. Jones made 
a rather serious misrepresentation 
of the distinctiveness of our move- 
ment? I think he has.—Caru A. 
ALEXANDER, Altoona, Pa. 


EpDITor’s COMMENT: This letter is 
representative of many which ob- 
jected to the same sentence in Dr. 
Jones’ article. No one seems to con- 
sider Alexander Campbell’s stand 
against the Nicaean doctrine of the 
Trinity as a part of our heritage. 
1 Timothy 3:5 has been easier for 
us to understand than John 1:1, I 
do not believe Disciples have dis- 
honored the Lord Jesus Christ by 
accepting New Testament phraseol- 
ogy, thus recognizing his full hu- 
manity and his full divinity, and 
full personality as the Son of the 
Father. 


Change in the Order 
Editor, The Christian: 


In response to the presentation 
by G. Curtis Jones on the “Distinc- 
tiveness of Disciples” (The Chris- 
tian, April 30, 1961), I have a com- 
ment to make. 

He writes of the characteristic 
practice of extending the invitation 
at the close of each worship service 
during the hymn following the ser- 
mon. 

We have been experiencing a 
change in this order with several 
beneficial results—the invitation fol- 
lows the morning prayers. 

1. This removes the _ invitation 
from the possibility of a sermon-in- 
duced response, and 

2. Makes for a smoother progress 
from the sermon, which is con- 
cluded with prayer, to the sharing 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

We have had the Communion at 
this place in our service for a dozen 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 


Method in Unity 


Editor, The Christian: 


In the last issue of The Christian 
there appeared a very fine article 
on “Distinctiveness of Disciples” by 
G. Curtis Jones (April 30, 1961). 
Some of the members of our con- 
gregation commented on its simple 
and accurate presentation. How- 
ever, I was dismayed at the open 
advocation of “open membership” 
and Mr. Jones’ statement that this 
was “Disciples at their best.” At 
least Mr. Jones indicated that this 
was his opinion, and well he did, 
for there are still many of us who 
believe that the Disciple position 
is New Testament baptism by im- 
mersion. I realize that we who 
hold this position may now be a 
minority. At least we were told 
in seminary that we no longer have 
a place in the brotherhood. 

Later in his article Mr. Jones 
states, “True, we Disciples have not 
always practiced what we have 
preached. We have never perfected 
a marriage with any other com- 
munion.” Does Mr. Jones believe 
that any of our early leaders 
preached that we should merge 
with existing denominations? Cer- 
tainly neither Campbell nor Stone 
preached this. If my church his- 
tory professors were right, our 
early leaders advocated a “restora- 
tion of New Testament Christian- 
ity” thus eliminating denomina- 
tional ties completely. How then 
have we failed to practice what we 
preached unless we have lost the 
concept of restoration?—HowarpD 
NEAL, Cumberland, Ia. 


EDITOR’s COMMENT: Fortunately, 
excommunication by seminary pro- 
fessors rarely sticks. 


Deity of Christ 

Editor, The Christian: 

“Distinctiveness of Disciples’ by 
G. Curtis Jones (The Christian, 
April 30, 1961) presented an inter- 
esting, concise comparison of the 
Disciples with some of the Protes- 
tant groups. However, I was dis- 
turbed by his statement that “Dis- 
ciples in general have never been 
able to accept the idea of Jesus be- 
ing God.” I hope that his statistics 








Letters... 


years and our people find it ex- 
tremely beneficial—KENNETH B. 
SEELEY, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


are in error and that the majority 
of Disciples still hold to the doc- 
trine of the deity of Christ.—Bos 
WILLIAMS, Gulfport, Miss. 


Epitor’s COMMENT: Alexander 
Campbell was careful to maintain 
the distinction of the three Persons 
of the God-head, and to speak of 
the Messiah as the Son of God. I 
would judge that Dr. Jones is cor- 
rect in the above statement but 
that it does not contradict “the 
doctrine of the deity of Christ” as 
Mr. Williams uses it. The small 
“ad” in deity is Mr. Williams’. How- 
ever, the metaphysics of Trinitari- 
anism is a heavy topic for the letters 
page. We have noted Mr. Wil- 
liams’ further remarks on the need 
for articles on the subject. 


The Smaller Churches 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have an inordinate ‘curiosity 
about some things. A recent one 
was, “Where are all the big church- 
es that seminaries train us for?” 
Another question I asked was, 
“What are the odds for or against a 
minister’s service to a church of a 
particular size?” This led me to 
my 1960 Year Book, from which a 
summary was made. I neglected 
those churches which showed only 
estimates of membership, placing 
them all in the group of churches 
with less than 250 members. Total 
numbers of churches in each state 
or area were taken from the table 
on page 835 of the 1960 Year Book. 

It seems obvious that 80.6 per 
cent of our preachers are serving 
churches of less than 250 members, 
and that only 8.8 per cent are serv- 
ing more than 500 parishioners. 

Should not, then, more of our 
programming be geared to _ the 
small church and its needs? And, 
should not more of our pastors plan 
to serve these small congregations? 
—DAN YARBROUGH, Alexandria, La. 


EpITor’s COMMENT: The answer 
to the last question is, “Yes.” Un- 
fortunately, many graduates turn a 
deaf ear to the small church with 
its barely adequate salary. Whether 
programming should be geared to 
the size of the church, I don’t know. 
I’ve worked in churches with 23 to 
3,000 members and never noticed 
much difference in people’s needs. 
Perhaps plans and materials vary 
with the size of the group some- 
what. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


ity 
me 
ch- 
7 
as, 
ta 
fa 

to 
1a 
ted 
nly 
ing 
hes 
otal 
ate 
ible 
0k. 
per 
ring 
ers, 
2rv- 


our 

the 
And, 
plan 
ons? 
La. 


ywer 
Un- 
rn a 
with 
ther 
i to 
now. 
3 to 
iced 
Peds. 
vary 
yme- 


IAN 


Our Churches and the Urban Negro 


(Continued from page 6.) 


crushed to death by the relent- 
less forces of urbanization. 

In addition to the life of the 
church being at stake, there is 
the terrible reality of an effective 
ministry becoming non-existent 
within the sixties. Young re- 
cruits are desperately needed. 

The church needs to be estab- 
lished and maintained to meet 
the needs of people wherever 
they are. Because of the pat- 
terns of residence and housing 
occupancy, such churches may be 
multi-racial or mono-racial. The 
plea, therefore, is not for Negro 
or white churches but for church- 
es to serve people in an area of 
great need. 

To quote from F. Eugene Rec- 
tor of Christian Theological 
Seminary, “You don’t throw an 
aspirin at streptococcus, or take 
a shot of penicillin for a head- 
ache.” The total resources of the 
churches and brotherhood agen- 
cies need to be centered on the 


matter. It should be brought 
more fully within the total orbit 
of concern. 

If the Christian Churches are 
to grow among the great non- 
white mass within the central 
area of our bulging cities, at 
least the following must be done: 


1. The Negro Disciple congrega- 
tion already existent in the 
urban center must look with 
favor upon expansion and give 
initiative to new church estab- 
lishment. 

2. States, city unions, associa- 
tions, or councils should de- 
velop the financial ability and 
administrative skill to “take 
over” church property within 
the central city where a white 
congregation has decided to 
move out because of racial 
transition in the _ neighbor- 
hood. A new congregation 
should be nurtured into being 
which would become self-sus- 


taining within five to seven 
years. 


. Every state where there are 


cities with a high concentra- 
tion of the Negro population 
should make church develop- 
ment in these areas a special 
concern within the develop- 
ment of “Project X.” 


. Every Negro church among 


the Disciples—whether town, 
country, or city—should chal- 
lenge the best young people 
available to become committed 
to church vocations—prefer- 
ably the preaching ministry. 


. White churches in locations 


where there are Negro Disci- 
ple churches should join in with 
the Negro congregation to 
challenge recruits for church 
vocations. 


. Creative Christian fellowship 


and leadership training expe- 
riences on an interracial basis 
should be promoted through- 
out the brotherhood wherever 
two or more white and Negro 
congregations are willing to 
take the venture of faith. 





NOWHERE ELSE IN 


the Whrld of Religious Whasic 
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 


Edwin Bolton’s Parables of Jesus is a stunning work. 
Combining the powerful words of Christ with beautiful 
classical music, this recording communicates the meaning 

of four parables—The Good Samaritan, The Penitent, The Ninety 
and Nine, and The Publican—and four teachings—Ye Are the 
Light of the World, If God So Clothed the Grass, The Greatest in 
the Kingdom, and The Rich Young Ruler. You'll find genuine joy, quiet 
strength, and the ageless wisdom of His words here. 
musical works never before published. The others have challenged other 
distinguished singers, but it has remained for Edwin Bolton, with his fine bass voice, to 
interpret sensitively in his dramatic, narrative singing style, these words in the first album 
of its kind. If you like the words of Jesus and if you like good music, this is the record 


for you. 331/, rpm Hi-Fi, $3.98. 


Included are three 
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| a chat with Chet 


Chester A. Sillars 


QUESTION: Our churches seem 
to be dividing, with various 
groups demanding absolute agree- 
ment with them in order to have 
any fellowship. Do you suppose 
we will be laying down the law 
to the Lord in that last day, 
demanding that he think just as 
we do? 


ANSWER: I have it on pretty 
good authority that our Father’s 
house has many rooms. But I 
don’t know who goes in which 
room. In fact, I don’t know the 
catagories that indicate which 
rooms are for what purposes. I 
must confess my ignorance at this 
point. Some of my friends seem to 
think that a special room is for 
them and their kind. 

Somehow, I can not help but 
feel our host will tell his guests 
which room to occupy. Our 
Lord is Master of heaven and 
earth. We may try to tell him 
but we won’t get very far. 

It seems logical that he will 
put the small, narrow souls in 
little rooms. Now if he should 
ask my advice (and there is no 
reason why he should) I could 
suggest a name for the little 
rooms. 

I would call them “Stagnation 
rooms.” These would be for 
those whose mental ability con- 
fined them to fellowship only with 
others who thought the same way. 
These people who could not con- 
front new ideas or different ideas 
without feeling that their‘ faith 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent too: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 


was endangered would like these 
rooms. 

They would be the rooms for 
the child minds that never grew 
beyond the ability to reason with 
the hard realities of universal 
truth. 

A better name for these little 
rooms might be “Death.” For 
dead indeed is the mind incapable 
of matching wits with reason. 
No matter how learned and let- 
tered those minds are, they are 
dead even here on earth. They 
died of stagnation, or maybe mal- 
nutrition. 

One of the real pleasures of 
life today is that we are witness- 
ing the growth of man’s reason- 
ing powers. Men are now grow- 
ing and learning new concepts. 
One of them is that they can 
match their faith with the beliefs 
of others and not lose their faith. 

Many of us, who a few years 
ago thought we had all the an- 
swers, are learning that we still 
have more to learn. We would 
talk about the faith once and for 
all delivered to the saints. That 
was final until someone asked, 
“Are you one of the saints?” 

“Life” is the name of the room 
in his mansion that we want. 
Here on earth we begin to pre- 
pare for this room by searching 
constantly for new truths which 
are part of the great eternal 
Truth that is God. No man 
knows all about God or he would 
have to be as wise as God. No 
man capable of reasoning would 
make this claim. That is why 
it is good religion, Christian if 
you will, to encourage people of 
varying concepts about God, Jesus 


Christ and faith, to join your 
fellowship and share their 
thoughts with you as you share 
with them your strongest con- 
victions. This should be done 
without thought of anger or re- 
course to emotion. 

I suppose I wandered a little 
from the question but I had your 
fine letter in mind. The answer 
I suppose is, “Yes.” We will 
probably try to lay down the law 
to the Lord. 

I have heard (and maybe said) 
a few prayers that seemed to 
make an errand boy of God. We 
talk to him as though he should 
consider it an honor to do our 
bidding. After all aren’t we his 
children? Doesn’t a father run 
his legs off for his own? 

Seriously though, those who 
make it to his guest house will 
probably be those who have 
learned to obey him in this life. 
They will probably continue to 
say, “What do you want me to 
do?” Or, “Here I am, send me.” 








